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Ref': (a) CINCPACFLT ltr ser 1/6925 of 2 October 1967

Encl: (1) Operation SEA LORDS Summary

(2) Operation SEA LORDS Statistical Summary by Campaign

(3) Coastal Surveillance Force Summary
(4) River Patrol Force Summary

(5) Riverine Assault Force Summary

(6) USH Statistical Swmary

(7) Faval Advisory Group Summary

(8) Vil/VHMC Statistical Summary

(9) Psychological and Civic Action Summary

(10) usm Civic Action Statistical Summary

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (10) are

_ submitted.

2., Due to a change in reporting procedures, the information for the USHE
Civic Action Statistical Summary is not available for the current month's
Historical Summary. The Civic Action Statistical Surmary will carry the
figures for the previous month's work i.e., April Historical Swmery con-

tains March's Civic Action Statistical Summary.

3. The data contained in enclosures (2), (6), (8), and (10) is based on
information available this date. Any adjustments $o anclosures (2}); &)
(8) and (10) will be reflected in April's Historical Supplement.
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OPERATION SEA LORDS SUIARY
April 1969

Coordinated efforts of units froum the three major‘in~counPry'U. S.
ﬁavy task forces together with other U, S. and Vietnamese armed forces
continuzd to maintain pressure on the enemy in each SEA LORDS campaign
during April. In general enemy opposition ddclined during the month with
the GIANT SLIKGSHOT operations continuing to make contact most frequently.
In this operation along the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co.Dong rivers some ene&y
initiated activity was encountered daily, but there were a number of days
with only one minor incident.

_Operations in the other interdiction campaigns of BARRIER REEF
TRAN HUNG DAO, and SEARCH TURN, as well as certain rivers where MARKET
TIME "Raiders" operated on a near daily basis, followed a general patlern
wherein enemy initiated fire fight activity was not encountered for a
week or more, only to be followed by a sizeable engagement with well em-
placed and heavily armed Viet Cong units. Prompt reaction by fixed wing
aircraft‘aﬂd/or helicopters providing air céver coupled wiﬁh frequent
insertioﬂ of reactgon troops already embarked in the patr&i craft and em—
ployment of other supporting arms remained the best count§r to these
aftacks. The shift of night patrol tacﬁics toward establishing night

- ambush positions at likely crossing points in lieu of random patrol con-

tinuved to show good results in the number of friendly initiated contacts.

_ C‘”EF
GROUP /4 Rf&a%gre ifﬁ
Dovmgraded at 3 year intervals ;
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Giant Slingsnhot Campaism
ilver patrol eraft, river assault craft, minesweeping cra t, and

supporting units from TF 116 and TF 117 continued GIANT SLILGSHOT inter-

1

diction operations along the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co Dong Rivers as elements

TG 194.9, Until 7 April "Swifi" boats of IF 115- carried out patrols
on the Vam Co River when this segment of GIANT SLINGSEOT was taken over

by PBR's in order to allow increased "Swift! boat patrols on the lower

Ham Iuorg and Co Chien rivers in the normal GANE WARDEN area of operations,

Also participatirg in this interdiction canpaign were VIl River Assault

and Intexdiction Divisions 70 and 71 (RAID-70 and 71.). A8 in oricr months

numexous operations were carried out in support of friendly ground sweeps
and patrols of the river banks, |
The amount of enemy opposition increased slightly during April with
the number of enemy 1ﬁiti ved hostile fire incidents up to 74 fronm 65
in March, The focus of enemy attention also avpeared to be shifting from
the Vem Co Dong tc the Vam Co Tay, possibly indicating a major chenge in
enemy infiltration routes. There were also five eneny attacké on GIAHT
SLINGSHOT bases and susport elements or nearby friendly installations.
Friendly casualties during &pril included 6 USK killed and &9 wounded.
Cther forces working with U. 5. Mavy units lost 7 killed and 77 wounded,
ﬁamage vas received by 29 USH and 7 Vii water craft with 5 of then

damaged. extensively. One incident resulted in the loss of two Usl heli-

copiers and damage to a supgorting U. S, Army helicopter.
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Right ambush tactics by patrol units were euployec frequently
again in April resultiing in 88 contacts which mzde up the bulk of Havy

inflicted enemy casualties. Routine patrols alsoc engaged evading junks

or sampans at least 16 times with good results. Reactions to hostile fire,

targets of opportunity, and tactical -intelligence in the form of naval

F : ; - o . a . < :
gunfire, artillery fire, and strikes by helicopters or fixed wing eir-

craft numbered nearly 100 for the month., Including the results of ground

14
sweeps supported by GIANT SLINGSHOT units plus air strikes and artillery

fire the enemy lost 50/ killed (367 body count plus 137 probsble), 21
wounded, and 39 captured. Material losses came to 26 junks or sampans
and 215 structures cestroyed with another 2 craft damaged and 16 cap-
tured plus 9 structures damaged. Ground sweeps uncovered 3 arms caches
in the GIANT SLIKGSHOL arez cduring April, These caches plus arms cap-—
tured in direct combat totaled 76 individual and 12 crewserved weapons,
Some 90 B-40 rourds, nearly 50 mortar/recoilless rifle rounds, approxi-
mately 100 grenades, and miscellaneous mines and explosives were also
included in the capuured munitions, ER
On 2 April, two ASPB's werc transiting south on the Vam Co Dong
river vhen they came under B-40 rocket-grenade and automatic-ueapons
attack at 1420, three and a half miles southeast of Tra Cu (XS 529 945).
One ASPB took a rocket hit in the after gun station which was seen to
detonate in the immediate vieinity of LCDR C. L. PETERSON, USH, kiiling

him, LCDR PEIZRSG: was Cormander River Squadron 57 and Vam Co Dong on-
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scene comnander, His body was losti overbozré cduring the ensuing
battle, 1In addition, two USK were sericusly wounded, one of the cas-
valties being LT Lavid ¥, 322 (MC), USHR, from YRRM-18, PBA's of TU
194.1 were scraimled_to assist in the countzr attack and artillery
fire was placed on the ambush area within eight minutes, Seawolves
arrived and provided cover for dustofi, as the wounded were medevaced
to the Army evacuation hospital at Cu Chi by 1500, Zneuy easualties
were unknown., LODZ Peterson's body was subsequently found,

Just after midnight on 2 April, FBR's 740 end 769 were in
waterborne ambush position about 3% miles south of Go Dau Ha (X% 398 190)
and detected a sampan with eight to 10 personnel crossing from west to
east., They toock the sampan under fire and destroyed it, Enemy casval-
ties were listed as eight killed and two probably killed. There were
no U. S, casuzlties,

On April 6, while in night waterborne ambush positicn on the Vam Go
Dong river, 4 miles northeast of the Ben Luc Bridge, (XS 557 807), two
ASFB's of Task Unit 194.9.5 detected two sampans travelling north along.
the west bank. The sanpens were illuminated ané talen under fire at a

range of aboul 20 feet at 2100, resulting in three Viet Cong killed and

3

the caplture of enecuy arms, fcod and equipment,
Cn 9 April PBX's &2 and 149 in waterborne ambush on the south bank

of the Van Co Tay River, 4 miles northeast of Tuyen Ilhon, observed six

Viet Cong approaching the bank., When the enemy closed to 10 meters,
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the PBR's opened fire and then cleared to the west. A red light vas
observed in the arbush area and the units returned for another firing
run. A sampan with four Viet Cong was observed atiempiing to cross
the river and enter a canal on the.south bank, The boats took the
sampan and both banks under fire. The sampan exploded with a series
of fireballs 75 feet high. ¢ large secondar} explosion which caused
a large fire was observed on the north bank. The PBR's made three

¢

firing ruas through the r ~ea and received light automatic weapons fire

from the north bank, On the last firing run an explosion lifted the stern

of PBR 149 out of the waisr and caused the boat to start filling with
water.,. The boat was beached, pumped out, and then returned to base for
repairs (later it was retur: 4 to duty). Eneny losses were seven killed
and an additional three listed as probables and one sampan destroyed,
There were no friendly personnel casuzlties.

Five RAID 71 units were in transit from Tra Cu to Ben Luc on 9
April when they spotited a sampan crossing the river from east toc west
(XS 530 932)., Warning shots were fired but the sampan attempted to- |

evade and the boats commenced firing at.the sampan. Although the sam-~

..

pan overturned before the Vietnamese sailors rezc it, they recovered

the four dead occupants, four knives, and some miscellaneous clothing,

In the afternoon two of the units were returning to Tra Cu uhen they came

under rocket and automatic weapons fire (XS 546 925). Although they

returned and suppressed the fire, one sailor was wounded and one boat
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Ttoolk a B-40 rocket hit that disabled both engines. The stricken vessel
was taken in tow by the other units and they cleared the area to the
souti, U. S. PBR's arrived oﬁ the scene and placed fire on two Viet
Cong that were spotted by aircraft. The ambush siie was flamedrby a U.
S. Zippo boat that was dispatched to the area, 2

On 10 April PBR's on routine patrol ofwthe Vam Co Dong River came

under rocket and automatic weapons attack five miles southeast of Tra
Cu., The cover boat, PBR 96, received two B-40 hits simultaneously, One
rocket nit the coxswain flat and killed the captain instantly. The
second rocket struck just aft of the coxswain's flat blowing down into
the engine compariment, injuring the entire boat crew, The boat ran out
of coﬁtrol and beached on the bank opposite from the enemy arbush. The
lead boat, while still under fire, reversed course, returned to the besch-
ed boat, and removed the wounded personnel but was unable to reéover i
boat captain's body because of intense enemy fire. The lead boat cleared
the kill zone to the éouth to a medevac position where the wounded were
dusted off. Additional PBR's were scram! od fron Tra Cu to go to the
assistance of the engaged units. Three PBR's pulled the beached boat
free and towed it back to Tra Cu with Seawolves providing air cover.
Artillery fire and IHFT strikes were placed on the eneny positions when
the friendly forces were clear., Enemy casualties were unxnown, while

U. 5. casualties were one killed and five wounded.

At 1910 on 12 April, a routine patrol for reconnaissance of water-

DECLASSIFFED
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borne ambush positions, consisting of two FBi's, two ASFB's, four ATC's
and a monitor, was attacked by B-40 and automatic weapons fire from the
west bank of the upper Vam Co Dong, 11 miles northwest of Tra Cu (X7 392
176). Two ATC's received hits at the waterline and left Une scene to

sct btemporary repairs., Fire was returned and artillery was called in.-

Tl

Three ATC's which had been diverted from a rdgular patrol to assist in

3 -

placing harassment and interdicuion fire arrived at the ambush site at
2056 and immediately received enemy fire from botih banks., Two of thes;
ATC's received hits causing minor materisl damage. Helo gunsnizns were
scrambled and placed strikes on the enemy positions until 2236,  line
sailors were wounded (one serious, three minor and five slight) in the
action and enemy casualties were unknown,”

During the period 181922H to 190805H, two ATC's inserted, supporied
and extracted &0 U. S. Army Hinth Infantry Division troops in the Vam
Co Dong River, 4% miles southeast of the Ben Luc Bridge (X5 655 688).
During the operation the ground trooss made contact with g Horth Vietnamese
Army Torce wauich resulted in five &VA killed. T

On the evening of 27 Apfil, a PBR patrol sighted a sampan with
eight men crossing the Vam Co Dong River one mile north of Ben Luc (XS
603 772). As warning shots were fired the occupants of the sampan jump-.
ed nto the river, Attempts by the patrol to capture the swimmers met

with no success when the swinmers refused to surrender willingly. Two

additional PBR's were scrambled to assist in the capture operation. As
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the enemy began to reach the river bank they were taken under fire and
killed when capture was impossible and escane was imainent. The patrol
did manage to capture two Viet Cong from the waters edge and one wounded
Viet Cong from the bank., Two of the Viet Cong made the shore and were
10 meters inland when they were fired upon and killed by the reinforecing
PBii's. At the same time one Havyman was wourdded by a booby trap on the
beach as three of the crewmen attenpted to talie prisoners., Seawolves were
scrambled to assist in the encounter and put a strike in the field sur-f
rounding the action,l U. 5. casualties were limited to the one wounded
ran, Enemy casualties were five killed and three captured (one of these
wound;?). One of the POW's was a North Vietnamese regular,

Cn the morning of 28 April, Seawolves 37 and 38 engaged a target of
opportunity, consisting of numerous sampans, about 7 miles northeast of
Noc Hoa (X5 140 950). They placed strikes on the target and receivéd no
return fire. While turning awey from the targzet so as to clear the Cambo-
Gian border, the wing sircraft, Seawolf 37, received destructive “ire and
racdioed he was going down, The aircraft crashed and exploded on contact.
ne lead aircraft spotted one crewman of the downed helo attempting to
clear the wreckage and turned to provide cover and ex‘raciion. At this
point the lead helo received fire that damsged the oil systen and caused
a foreed anding-about 35 meters from the crash site. The crewmen evacuat-

ed the alrcrafi and set up a defense perimeter, One man raced to the

3, - .

burning helo to aid the man attempting to free himself. A4n Aruiy Slick
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e scene and made a run in to pick up the down personnel.

s

arrived -on t
Heavy automatic weapons fire wounded both door gumners of the Slick. As
the personnel were loaded aboard the Slick, ore man from Seawols 35 was
killed by enemy fire after he was seated in the rescue aircraft, U. 3.
casvalties were four killed, and four wounded, including the Slick door
gunners, Seawolf 38 was observed to be hit bl an unknown mortar and
burst intc flames from a direct hit. Both aircrzft had gone down just
inside the Cambodian border.

Barrier Reef Campaign

x

' Routine interdiction patrols and floating night ambushes continued
as standard operating procedure for the forees involved in Barrier Reef
éast and west along the Lagrange, Ong Lon, Dong Tien Canals. Enemy contact
was in general very'lighf throughout the month with only four enemy
initiated fire fights being recorded. Enemy casuvalties for April were
23 killed (12 probable) :nd’ one wounded, There were two structures

1 dancged during encounters, - lavy casualties wcre three

On 2 April, TU 194.6.2 relieved TU 194.6.4 on Barrier Reef West
and USS-QARRETT COUNTY with RIVDIV 554 departed the area. From six
~ through 11 Aprilrintensified patrols and night ambushes were conducted
in  Barrier Reef West in support of 44th Special Tactical Zone opgrations.
Troop insertions were conducted by TU 194.6.2 on five-occasions.v A1l

resulted in negative contact. There were no mining incidents during
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the month. On two occasions Barrier Reef West forces came.to tﬁe assistance
of friendly forces engaged with the Enemy.

TE 194.9.3.1 (PBR's 148 and 78) units provided a blocking force for
Kien Tuong PRU Team in contact with an estimated LO Viet Cong on 18 April,
approximately 4 miles southwest of Ap Bae (XS 100 689j; The PRUts
requested assistance and Seawolves were scramﬁied and placed a strike on
the enemy positions. An OV-10A on visual reconnaissance flight was
diverted to the scens and placed a strike on the enemy forces while the
Seawolves had withdrawn to rearm. The Seawolves returned to place a second
strike on the area. The PRU's were subsequently extracted by an Army Slick.
There wére no friendly casualties. Enemy casualties were three killed by
the PRU's and two killed by the OV-10A. This was the first use of coordinated
air support using Seawolves and OV-10A's in this area.

On 25 April a farmer reported to Vietnamese authorities in Tram Chim that
100 Viet Cong were moving east about three miles to the southeast (WS 650 760)
One PBR patrol with an ASPB and an ATC fired into the area. The naval units
were able to see the Viet Cong in the fields during the attack. Duriﬂg the
attack the Viet Cong retreated south into a nearby village. After firing,
one FBR with the ASPB departed the area and the other two boats assumed
ambush positions along the Dong Tien Canal. These units observed a
Vietnamese outpost (WS 668 793) under fire at 0315 on the 26th and responded
by providing support fire. At this time the boats received small arms and

mortar fire from the north bank of the canal, The other half of the patrol
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arrived con the scene and joined the firefight. One MSD, two PBR's and
an ASPB were scrambled from Tram Chim and supported the units under fire.
Seawolves were scrambled and placed strikes on both sides of the canal at
the estimated enemy positions. The enemy'fire was suppressed. One Navy-
man had been wounded on the ATC and was medevaced by the MSD. Seven
Vietnamese at the outpost were medevaced by PBR. Enemy casualties were
unknown. It is believed that the first Viet Cong fired on were enroute
to ambush FBR's when they were surprised and changed their plans, attacﬂ—
ing instead the outposﬁ for possible future use as a position for PBR ambush,
after assuming the boat patrol had left the area. The Viet Cong had used
:30 and .50 caliber machineguns in their attack on the outpost and had
succeeded in cutting the perimeter wire and entering the compound before
they were driven back.

RAN HUNG DAQ Campaign

The routine patrols of U. S. and VNN Swift boats, U. S. PBR's and
VAN 3 ks and FOM's (French river patrol boats) on the Rach Giang
Thenh and Vinh Te Canal were carried out with almost no interruptions.
from the enemy. Special SEAL, LDNN and reaction team operations had

similar results. Five enemy initiated fire fights and two fire fights
initiated by friendly forces occurred during the month. Friendly
casualties for the month included three VNN and one PF killed and three
VNN, one U. S. SEAL, and one local soldier wounded. Enemy casualgies

were unknown.
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Although.the level of enemy activity was lower than previous months,
there were several incidents when friendly forces did detect enemy move-
ments. On 2 April VNN reaction troops and local PF's were sweeping the
north bank of the Vinh Te Canal 5 miles southwest of Chau Doc (WS 065 807)
when they came under some automatic and rifle grenade fire. “The troops
returned the fire and advanced toward the Vie{ Cong. The chase ended
very quickly as the enemy fled across the border into Cambodia.

Shortly after dark on 5 April VAN reaction troop and CIDG forces
sighted four Viet Cong who were attempting to cross the canal (VS 590 633)
in inner tubes. ‘Taking them under fire the friendly troops came under
B-41 rocket grenade, small arms, and mortar attack from an unknown number
of Vie£ Cong on the north bank. VNN junks proceeded to the ambush site and
provided gunfire support. Contact was broken off and e troops were
extracted, Later the same evening, the troops were inserted for a sweép
of the area while U. S, and VNN PCF's provided illumination. The Viet ong
had fled the area as nothing was found.

VNN junks and reaction troops had set 3 routine ambush on the eag}y
morning of 21 April when they received word that the reacﬁidn force base
camp southwest of Chau Doc (WS 082 798) was under RPG ard mortar attack.
The ambush team moved their position in order to cut off a possible Viet
Cong retreat route and one command junk commenced firing 8l-mm illumination
rounds. Around 0400 they secured the ambush to search for three missing

VNN troops. All three were later found dead.
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SEARCH TURN Campaign

Operations by patrol craft of TU 116,1.3 in the routine patrol area
on the Rach Gia-Long Xuyen and Rach Soi canals made no contact with enemy
forces during April. Routine patrols by PBR's continued in the shallow
coastal areas of Rach Gia Bay. Numerous spscial patrols on escort missions
were carried out on adjoining and interconnecting waterways such as the
Bo The, Tri Ton, Rach Gia-Ha Tien, and Can Gao canals and Cai Be and Cai
Lon rivers. During these operations hostile fire was enc :ntered threei
times during the month resulting in three PBR crewmen wounded and minor
damage to two éraft. Firing on four suspected enemy positions and one
evading sampan the patrol units killed one Viet Cong, destroyed five and
damage& three structures, and detained a sampan with one female suspect
and 1,500 pounds of rice, wh’ - keeping the waterways open to commerce
and denying their use to the enemy.

In Kien Giang Province, approximately 18 kilometers north of Rach
Gia (WS O71 246), elements of TU 116.1.3 came under enemy B-40 rocket
and antomatic weapons fire of about five minutes duration at 2240 on -~
1 aoril, Seawolves were scrambled and placed the first of two strikes
at 2340,. The PBR's exited the firing area at 2350. Three Navymen were
wounded and medeﬁaced as a result of the attack. Two PBR's were damaged
but repairable. Enemy casualties were unknown. The area of the attack
has been suspected as a Viet Cong crossing point for the inland supply

route through Kien Giang Province, Movement of known enemy units and
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the appearance of an unknown unit of an approximate 80-man strength indicates

that a load of supplies was due to be moved along the route. PBR patrol

tactics may have interrupted an enemy crossing attempt.

Just before midnight on 14 April, a PBR patrol on the Cai Lon River, !
20 miles southeast of Rach Gia (WR 197 770), sighted a sampan with two
occupants. When the sampan was hailed, one olcupant jumped over the
side and swam toward the beach. He was taken under fire and probably
‘killed. The remaining occupant was taken into custody along with the
sampan which contained 1500 pounds of rice. There were no U. S.
casualties,

MARKET TIME Raider Campaign

Enemy base areas and fortifications along the navigable waterways
open to coastal waters along IV Corps were hit frequently by the combined
sea, ground and air punch of the Swift boat river incursion; operations.
Operations on rivers such as the Bay Hap, Cua Lon and Bo De continued on
an almost daily basis and included several night patrols employing night
ambush tactics. Enemy opposition was generally light with hostile fire
being suppressed without friend 'y casualties in all but three of 18
incidents. Including one river incursion and troop support mission carried
out by the Ham Luong and Co Chien River patrols, two by Third Coastal Zone
WPB's and one river probe in the First Coastal Zone (in addition to SE4
TIGER operations), a total of 49 special river operations were carried out

during April.
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One of three series of Swift boat river incursions (mission number 422)
in support of Operation SILVER MACE II in southern Ca Mau Peninsula from |
12 through 15 April employed as many as 13 craft at one time and encountered
the strongest enemy opposition. In one encounter one Swift boat ’was
destroyed, four damaged, three crewmen killed, and anbiher 33 wounded.

(This action is discussed in the SILVER MACE LI Campaign section.) MARKET
TIME Raider mission number 416 on the Song Bay Hap on 9 and 10 April and
mission nﬁmber 42l on the Song Cua Lon and adjoining waterways on 17 and
18 April also were conducted in support of SILVER ! .CE II,

Additional friendly casualties included six craft damaged and three
crewmen wounded by hostile fire. Supporting aircraft came under fire eight
times-with one helicopter receiving minor electrical damage from an automatic
weapons hit. Troops embarked in the Swift boats or supported during sweep
operations lost three killed and 16 wounded during the river incursions.
Enemy damage and casunalties were substan£ially higher as naval gunfire
and ground forces combined to clear the area south of the Cua Lon River
of several enemy held villages. During April naval gunfire by Swiftﬁbogts
and off shore support units killed 55 Viet Cong (12 body coﬁ;£ plus
43 estimated) and wounded 10. A total of 582 craft were destroyed or
heavily demaged and another 1,397 structures or bunkers were destroyed
and damaged.

On the afterncon of the Lth, PCF's 56, 57, 95 and 102 made a two-hour

transit of the Kinh Quan Chanh Bo and six connecting canals and rivers .
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from the lower Bassac to the South China Sea through the Long Toan

Secret Zone. Entering the canal 40 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 412 627)
the four craft took targets of opportunity under fire as they moved |
along the Kinh Quan Chanh Bo, Kinh Lang Sac, Rach Lang Sac, Racg An,

Rach Saw, Song Lang Chim, and Song Lang NMuoc. By the time they reached
the open sea 70 miles south of Saigon (XR 739 720) the river probe
accounted for 11 sampans and 7 bunkers destroyed and one structure
damaged.

On the morning of 9 April PCF's 21, 23, 31, 93 . «d 103 entered the
Song Ong Doc (VQ 7998) with Mobile Strike Force (MSF) troops embarked.
As they proceeded up river light small arms fire was received from the
river.ﬁank. At a point seven miles up river (VR 908 005) the force
came under small arms, automatic weapong, and recoill 53 rifle fire.
One recoilless rifle round hit PCF 31 but failed to detonate causing
only a small hole at the waterline., After suppressing the enemy fire
and clearing the area PCF 31 was escorted back to sea by two additional
Swift boats sent up ri =r. Strikes by an Army IHFT and naval gunfire
from USCGC MENDOTA (WHEC 69) were placed on the enemy position. More
small arms was encéuntered by the PCF's still on the river and the
IAFT without friendly casualties. Afte. leaving the river to rearm
the Swift boats proceeded 5 miles up river (VR 888 002) and put the
MSF ashore on the south bank in mid-afternoon. Following the départure

of these units from the river at the completion of the ground sweep,
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PCF's 22, 67, and 94 entered the river to establish night blocking patrols.
The purpose of the operation was to intercept Viet Cong which might attempt
*to head north across the river as they evaded the forces of SILVER MACE II
operating to the south. Early on the 10th PCF's 31, 38, 43, and 71 took
over the continuing blocking patrol. At a point about 6 miles up river PCF
71 received minor damage from a recoilless rifle hit and one MSF was wounded.
Other than light small arms fire the patrols continued without incident
until terﬁinatibn that‘evening. In addition to suppressing hostile fire the
Swift boats, MSF, LHFT, and fixed wing aircraft took targets of opportu;ity
under fire in what local authorities had declared a totally reétficted zone
along the river. Results included 17 structures and nins sampans destroyed,
15 structures and 2 sampans damaged, and one Viet Cong estimated killed

in action,

On 10 April three PCF's supported by a LHFT made the deepest penstration

to date of the Song My Thanh proceeding inland to within a few miles of

Bac Lieu (WR 8328). Shortly after PCF's 35, 54, and 96 entered the river

L8 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 3141) the LHFT encountered anti-aircréft

fire from enemy positions south of the river. USCGC PUINT GREY was standing

by off shore and quickly suppressed the hostile fire with her mortar and

machine gunél No other contact was made during the transit which disclosed
several ARVN troops and Vietnamese flags along the pacified sections of the
waterway; Taking targets of opportunity under fire which were éighted from

the riveror by a spotter aircraft overhead in prearranged free fire zone the
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following results were recorded: 32 sampans and 18 structures destroyed,
6 sampans and 91 structures damaged, and 5 Viet Cong killed (2 body count
plus 3 probable).

SILVER MACE II Campaign

An extensive and coordinated SEA LORD3 strike operation of limited
duration took place from 7-18 April as U. S. ﬁavy and Vietnamese Navy
and Marine Corps forces combined to invade deep into the Viet Cong san—

i
tuary in the Nam Can Forest area of the Ca Mau Peninsula at the southern
tip of Vietnam. Under the tactical command of CTG 1$4.7, participating
forces included 29 river assault craft of River Assault Squadron (RA4S) 13,
three battalions of Vietnamese Marines (about 2400 troops), 25 Vietnamese
River Assault Group boats, 13 PCF's of TG 194.5, and various gunfiré and
logistical support units su.  as USS CARRONADE (IFS-1), CROCKETT (PG-g8g),
MERCER (ABP-39), WESTCHESTER COUNTY (IST -1169), HAMPSHIRE COUNTY (LST-819),
SATYR (ARL-23), KRISHNA (ARL-38), Navy Seawolf helicopters, SEAL and EOD
teams, and a substantial force of Vietnamese supp’ vessels. A U. S. Army
surgical team and medevac helo were aboard MERCER to render medical ~
assistance.

Units rendezvoused in the Gulf of Thailand off the western mouth of the
Cua Lon River and on the opposite side of the'peninsula in the South China
Sea east of the Bo De River in pfeparation for schedulec ieach assault
landings on 7 April. After airstrikes and Naval beach preparation fire,

riverine ‘assault landings commenced :  the L4th Battalion VNMC went ashore
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in the vicinity of Nam Can on the Song Cua Lon (VQ 986 667) and 6th
Battalion VNMC troops were landed near Tan An on the Song Bo De
(WQ 215 684). A1l landings were unopposed and without incident. The
first enemy initiated incident of the campaign occurred at 1050 én the
7th on the Song Dam Noi (WQ 263 830) when a command detonated mine
exploded 30 feet astern of one of four PCF's ascorting a Vietnamese
re-supply force from Ca Mam to the opereting area. No personnel or
material casualties were sustained. The same task elemen£ later-receivéd
heavy automatic weapons fire further downstream (WG 270 785) at 1130.
One MSF troop aboard a PCF was slightly wounded but no material damage
was suspaihed as the boats continued toward the AO. |

The only significant enemy ground contact of the campaign occurred on 8
April as 4th Battalion VNMC troops established contact twice, first with a
Viet Cong squad in the morning; and at 1355 when heavy contact was gainéd
with an estimated platoon sigz: element near the south beach of the Song Cua
Lon 3 miles east of Man Can (WQ OLO 674). A LHFT and fixed wing aircraft
placed a strike consisting of bombs, napalm, and strafing fire on the eneny
position at 1900 with unknown results.

Reconnaissance in force operationscontinued as over 60 assault landings
(6 by PCF) were made throughout the area of operations during the campaign.
Further enemy contact was very light as VNMC troops swept the arsy discovering
substantial weapons caches, destroying Viet Cong bunkers and structures
and detaining suspicious persons. RAC operations included BARS {Riverine

Assault Reconnaissance Element) Eagle Float, PSYOFS, and blocking
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force actions as they supported units of the 1st, 4th, and 6th battalions
of the VNMC (The éth Battalions VNMC was replaced by the 1st Battalion
on 12 April.). PCF's conducted gunfire support, river raid, and troop
1ift activity throughout the campaign. Wide areas along the Racga Ong
Quyen, Ba Thank, Cai Chon, Buong Keo, Cai Nhap and the Songss . Bo De,
Dam Noi and along the Qua Lon and navigable streams in the southeast
Cau Mau area were searched out by the U.S./Vietnamese Navy and VNMC
teams.

Eight PCF's, with 6thlBattalion VNMC troops embarked, sailed the Duong
Keo River during late afternoon on 12 April for sweep oﬁeratidns in the
day's onective area. At 1734, a large scale enemy initiated firefight
by an estimated two Viet Cong companies was unleashed as the PCF!'s in
column formation reached a position 4 miles upstream froﬁ'the river moutﬁ
(VQ 046 544). Detonation of two claymore mines from the nort! :st bank
was immediately followed by intensive B-40 rocket, recoilless rifle (R/R),
+30 and .50 caliber machine-gun, rifle-grenade and small-arms fire. PCF
43 was hit by R/R and B-40 rounds which disabled her steering gear and
fatally wounded the boat skipper, LTJG D. G. DROZ, The boat beached at
high speed in the center of the ambush sitey, as B-LO rockets continued
to smash into her. Uninjured crewmen and UDT personnel aboard set up a
hasty perimeter around the bozt as PCF's 5 and 31 returned alongside to
assist the stricken PCF 43, at the same time maintsining a,heavyr§olume

of fire. Seawolves reacted in five minutes and placed heavy machine gun
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fire into the area. Enemy fire was suppressed. All personnel were removed
from PCF 43 and PCF's 5 and 31 cleared the area. Later, a fire in PCF 43
reached UDT ammunition stores on board and created an explosion which
destroyed the craft. Final results of the disaster were three U. S. Navy
personnel killed and 33 wounded and two Vietnamese Marinesikilled and 13
wounded. One PCF (43) was destroyed, two others were badly damaged, and
two others received moderate damage. Enemy losses were 18 Viet Cong killed
(2 body count and 16 estimated). :
During an overflight of the operations area in a light observation helo
at 0845 on 16 April, the Commander of TG 1G4.7 spotted enemy personnel
setting up a probable ambush on the Song Cua Lon (WQ 198 715). RAC units
transiting the area at the time were halted and VIMC artillery was called in
on the site, causing two secondary explosions. RAC then landed one company
of the 6th Battalion VNMC on the site at 0952 but no contact was gained.
A potential ambush of the RAC was thus® averted.

Operations concluded on 18 April as all units departed the area.

Demonstrated again was the capability of riverine forces to conduct conven- .

tional amphibious operations in conjunction with riverine operations in a
remote area with a minimum of outside logistical support. Results of the
operation showed 38 Viet Cong killed (21 body count and 17 probable) and

L7 sampans and 209 structures destroyed. In excess of L,L0O assorted
rounds types of enemy ammunition, and over 380 enemy weapons, were captured,

Seven hostile fire incidents were encountered in the campaign, including an
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ENIFF on the Song Cai Tu in Chuong Thien Province on 22 April as RAC

were enroute to the MHB after completion of the SILVER MACE II Campaign
(Six USN were wounded in this encounter, ).

Operation SEA LORDS Campaign in Enemy Base Area 480 E

CTG 194.7, with 20 RAC of River Assault Squadron 15 and the 6th Bat-
talion Vietnamese Marine Corps, commenced an Bperation SEA LORDS riverine
assault and interdiction operation in the Twin rivers area (enemy base‘
area 480) of Chuong Thien Province on 25 April. As in previous operations
in this area, the mission was assigned to interdict ehemy forces using
the area as a staging and support base for the conduct of offensive
operations in adjoining provinces. _ _

The RAC/VNMC combination conducted unopposed landings along the Rach Nga

Ba Dinh (WR 318 618) to begin the campaign. Ground contact with the enemy
was insignificant as assault operations spread to areas along the Song Cai

Tu, Rach Cai Lon and Kinh Xang Cut.

|
|
Confrontation with the enemy were not absent, however, as four enemy i
initiated firefights took place in April., ASPB-132-3 was sunk by & water- | ;
mine explosion beneath its stern on 29 4pril on the Song Cai Tu 10 miles |
southwest of Vu Thanh. Another ASFB vas'lightly domaged as the..:...

RAC transited in company with Vietnamese RAG 25 units, One sailor was

killed, one declared missing and 10 wounded in the mine blast.

As the operation continued into May enemy casualties included seven

Viet Cong killed (6 body count plus 1 probable) and 12 captured.
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OPERATION SEA LOKDS STATISTICAL SUMMARY BY CAMPATGN

April 1969
| GIANT SLINGSHCT  BARRIER RERF TRAN HING DAO
Enemy casualties: ’ 3
a. Killed 177(BC)+117(8ST) 11(BC)+12(EST) 1(EST)
b. Wounded 9 i 0
- ¢. Captured L 0 . 0
USN casualties:
a. Killed 6 USN & 7 WN w0 3 VNN
b. Wounded 69 USN & 77 W 3 USH & 7T 1 USN & 3 VNN
c. Captured 0 0 0
b. Missing 0 0 0
Enemy material losses: 5
a. Destroyed:
(1) Junks or
Sampans 19 0 0
(2) Structures ol 0 0
b. Capturad:
(1) Junks:or
; sampans 12 0 0
(2) Weapons 88 1 1
(3) Ammnition '
(rounds) 3* 1(Mine) 2 (B-LO)
(L) Rice (tons) 3 o] 0.8
c. Damaged:
(1) Junks or
Sampans 2 4. 0
(2) Structures 5 2 i
USN material losses:
as Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft 0 0 : 0 N
(2) Helicopters 2 0 0
b Damaged
(1) Surface craft 29 0 0
(2) Helicopters 1 0 0
Hostile fire incidents 103 L 7
NOTE: % Information not available
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OPERATION SEA LORDS STATTSTICAL SUMMARY BY CAMPAIGN (CGHT'T)
' April 1969

MARKET
SEARCH TURN TIME RATDER¥* STLVER MACE TI¥**
Enemy casualties:
a, Killed 5 (EST) 12(BC)+L3(EST) 21(BC)+17(EST)
b. Wounded 10 10 R 0
c. Captured 0 0] 3
USH casualties: ' a on on
a. Killed 0 3 USN & 3 VHMC 3 USH(PCF}/l VNMC (PCF)
b. Wounded 3 36 USN & 16 ¥SF/ L0 usi(33 on PCF)
VNMC 36 ViiNc(13 on PCF)
cs Captured o) 0 0 i
d, Missing 0 0 0
Enemy material losses:
a, Destroyed:
(1) Junks or
sampans 1 sh2 L7
(2) Structures 0 793 209
bs Captured:
(1) Junks or
sampans 0 0 3
(2) Weapons 0 0 382
(3) Ammnision .
(rounds 0 e Lli26
(k) Rice (tons) 0 3.6 3
¢, Damaged:
(1) Junks or
sampans 0 Lo 5
(2) Structures 0 60l 2
USH material losses: s
a. Destroyed
(1) Surface craft 1 1(PCF)

0
(2) Helicopters 0
b, Damaged:
(1) Surface craft 2 10
(2) Helicopters 0
Hostile fire incidents L

-
0 ~J

NOTE: #  Includes operations supporting SILVER MACE II
#%  Includes PCF MARKET TRME Raider operations
*¥%  Information not avalable
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE SUMMARY
April 1969 -

Detections of junks and sampans by MARKET TIME surveillance units
increased again in April as weather and seé'cohditions continued to
improve in the coastal waters of South Vietnam. The total of 49,258
detections in April represents a 13 percent rise in coastal activity
over March. Patrol effectiveness improved significantly as the per-
centage of detectéd craft which were checked by inspection or boarding
rose from 63 percent in March to 73 percent in April. A total-of
26,064 inspections and 10,088 boardings of junks and sampans resulted
in the detention of 960 persons, including 54 Viet Cong ;ﬁéﬁects. In
addition, Swift boat patrols on the Vam Co River supportiﬁg Operaiion
GIANT SLINGSHOT until 7 April and in the normal GAME WaRDiEN river
patrol areas of the lower Ham Lﬁong and Co Chien rivefs.deta ed
9,075 craft, inspected 2,622 énd boarded 4,905, Steellﬁull detections
in MARKET TIME patrol areas came to 1,14) with no suspicious activity
disclosed by 838 inspections and 61 boardings. .
Other routine river patrol operations continued on the Rach Gieng

Thanh as part of Operation TRAN HUNG DAO and in the First Coastal

Zone on the Cua Dai River. The latter river patrol campaign, extending

8 miles into an area haboring strong enemy units, was given e code
name Operation SEA TIGER in April. During the month activity on the

Cua Dai River increased sharply with the two boat patréls carrying
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out 78 gunfire support missions, including 16 instances of hostile fire
suppression; two ‘evading sampans were taken urnder fire, and seven ground
operations along t@e river were ‘sq?pérteei. In addition to receiving -
rocket and automatic weapons fire 16 times, the SEA TIGER patrols en-
countered two enemy water mine attacks, However, friendly casualties
were less than in March with fourrcréwmen wounded ‘and three Swift boats
receiving moderate damage. Enemy material losses were up reflecting
the increase in @A TIGER naval ganfire. 4 total of 48 junks and sampans
and 34 structures were destroyed and three craft and 34 structures redeived
heavy damage. In addition, Swift boat mortar and gunfire killed at least
10 Viet flong (1 body count plus 9 probable).
Naval gunfire support missions carried out during normal MARKET TIME
- patrols during April totaleg 452, This includes 20 cases of hostile
fire suppression and six evadingLCraft taken under fire. MARKET TIME
patrols also provided blocking patrols or inserted troops along the
coast in direct support of 10 grdund-ope:%tions. Material losses
inflicted on the enenmy totaled 79 Junks or sampans and 1, basket boats
destroyed and another 37 craft damged. In addition a total of 151
structures were destroyed and another 198 heavily damaged, Enemy
casualties came to 38 killed (17‘body'count plus 21 probable) and 26
wounded. There were no friendly casualties or material losses due to
enemy action in normal MARKET TIME operations. As in previous months
since the beginning of fperation SEA LORDS the river incursions by
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"3#if? boats continued to score heavily against enemy units along the
rivers and canals of IV Corps.

During April SEAL units attached to TF 115 carried out 12 s;ecial
operations in the coastal area,' Hostile fire was encountéred once with
no friendly losses, During these operations five Viet Cong were killed -
and one wouncded by the SEALs. In addition, one structure was destroyed
and two sampans were damaged.

On the evening of 7 April USCGC POINT  PATRIDGE was on patrol in the
mouth of the Ham Luong River when six people were sighted in 2 clearing
on the south bank (XR 764 900). They were taken under fire from a ﬁange
of 5,000 yards with sector approval and confirmation that no friendly
units were in the area, ' Expending 11 rounds of mortar fire'ﬁhe cutter
covered the target area well and observed two enemy killed and the other
four were estimated to have been either killed or wounded.

While on routine 5LA TIGHK patrol on 13 April PCF's 61 and 70
received small arms fire from a point' 3 miles up the north channel of
the Cua Dai River. The hostile fire was returned with mortar and machine
gun fire and sampans and structures in the-area were also taken under
fire. The Swift boats destroyed four hootches, three bunkers, and four
sampans while dsmaging five hootches and six bunkers. There were no
frierdly casualties.

On 16 April USCGC MENDOTA (WHEC 61) engaged enemy troops, bunkers

and structures along the Song Ong Doc (V868 987) with the aid of an
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Army spotter aircraft, Expending 139 rounds from her five-inch gun the
cutter destroyed nine structures and four bunkers, damaged another
four structures and two sampans, ignited a large secondary fire, and
killed eight Viet Cong (3 by body count and 5 estimated). During the
mission a nearby Junk apparently interpreted the cu@terlé}gunfire as a
signal to come along side for boarding becagse it closed the cutter
twice only to be turned away by .50 caliber rounds fired across its
bow. After the second pass the junk master put away the registration:
papers he had been holding up and left the area, possibly slightly
confused,

On the afternoon of the 19th PCF's 2, and 79 on SEA TIGHER patrols
were geaded -5t about 2 miles from the river mouth (BT 186 545) when
they came under rocket and automatic weapons fire from the shore about
30 yards away. One 82;mm recoilless rifle round penetrated the engine
compartment of PCF 79 causing minor damage and both craft were hit by
numerous small caliber rounds. Three Navymen suffered minor wounds
and one Viet Cong was killed by the return fire from the patrol cr;ft.

On the evening of 22 April USCGC POINT MARONE fired on enemy
structures and personnel 2/ miles southwest of Bac Iieu (WR 498 005)
with good effect. Expending 59 mortar rounds and 500 rounds of .50
caliber the cutter started three large fires, destroyed.two structures,
damaged one bunker and two structures, killed an estimated two Viet

Cong a: * probably wounded three others,
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On the night of 14-15 April SEALs were inserted at the tip of the
Ca Mau Peninsula (VQ 696 507) in order to capture a man from a village
at VQ 699506 and patrolled for several hours without finding signs of
habitation. Early on the morning of the 15th the team fired on two
sampans after the occupants sighted the SEALs probing_ further down

]
the coast. The two sampans were damaged and all five occupants were

killed,
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMMARY
April 1969

GAME WARDEN forces continued operations throughout the Mekong Delta
and the Rung Sat Special Zone. In addition to their major task of
population and resources control along the. major waterways, PBR's par-

ticipated in random canal incursions, MEDCAPQ, and psychological warfare

operations. ﬁnits of the forces were also involved in special interdiction

campaigns including GIANT SLINGSHOT, BARRIER REEF, TRAN HUNG DAO and

Rach Gia. At ﬁhe end of_the month 70 PBRTs_were assigned to support TF 194

operations. The remaining 144 boats assigned to TF 116 supported normal
GAME WARDEN operations and those portions of the interdiction campaigns
that came undér the operationai control of CTF 116. These expanded
operations, which neceésitated the relocation of some _vtr;l craft from
the major Delta waterways, brought about a re-alignmer’ of forces ﬁhich
occurred on 20 April. _The new strucpure was as follcows: TG 116.1 - Low
Bassac Patrol Group; TG 116.3 - Central Delta Patrol Group; TG 116.5 -
Upper Delta Patrol Group; agd TG 116.9 - RSSZ Patrol Group. Examples of
the employment of the assigned task groups are‘giVQﬁiﬁgigﬁl Ea
Task Group 116.1 conduc?gd evaluation and indoctrination of RUDD
(Remote Underwater betectionlbevice) in the Bassac River, quick reaction
operations,as contingencies arose, utilizing Kinh Phong Regional Forces,
interdiction patrols and support of Kien Giang Province operaticns in the

Rach Gia area, intensive evaluation of STAB (Strike Assault. Boats)
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using these recently delivered ISSCts (Light SEAL Support €raft) on patrols
of restricted Bassac tributaries, support of sector sweeps, and intensified
patrols of the Can Tho crossing to provide better coverage of this critical
area. |

Task Group 116.3 units supported U. S. Ninth Infantry Division LKRP
(lz;ong R-émge Reconnaissance f‘atrols) operations in interdicting suspected
commo-liadison routes and in:establishing anti-infiltration positions along
the My Tho River, supported random PBR/PRU operations utilizing Ben Tre
PRU organization reacting to tactical intelligence, and joined with the
National Maritime Police for a combined blockade of Thoi Son Island from
0600-1700 on 28 April.

f;sk Group 116,5 units conﬁpcted Joint USN/UNN operations in the Upper
Mekong/Bassac region concentrating on infiltration interdiction from Base
Area 704 (located in Cambod: in the region where the Mekong crosses the
border), conducted border patrol operations with two PBR's on station
continuously in the vicinity of Tan Chau District of Chau Duc Province
to prevent inadvertent border crossings by U. S. personnel and craft, apd
on 28 April commenced a five day incursion/patrol of Tri Ton Canal for the
purpose of interdicting crossings, monitoring waterborne traffic and
training USN and ACTOV personnel in live firing PBR ambush tactics.

Task Group 116,7 (disestablished on 20 April) units provided night
cover patrol for a dredge located near Vinh Long (XS 042 342), conducted

support operations with the U. S. Ninth Division, and employed RUDD on
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night ambushes across known Viet Cong infiltration routes from Base Area
470 (located in Dinh Tuong Province).

Task Group 116.9 units provided support for PRU, SEAL, -and RF company
operations an& continued fo conduct USN/VNN operations to ensure safe
passage of free world shipping in the Long Tau Chanqgl to Saigon;

On 19 April Light Attack Squadron FOUR QFAL~&) became operationsl.
Utilizing OV-10A's, the squadron consists of two detachments of five
aircraft each, positioned at Vung Tau (TE 194.9.8.2) in suppo:t of GIANT
SLINGSHOT operations and Binh Thuy (TU 116.8) supporting GAME WARDEN
operations., Gommandlng Offlcer VAL-L assumed the designator CIG 116,4.
These 10 aircraft were supﬁlemeﬁtad by ‘a'maintenance ' podl of ‘four aircraft
at Blnh Thuy. ‘

On 9 April, the Navy Unit Commendation was awarded to USS GARRETT
COUNTY (IST 786), USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821), USS HUNTERDON COUNTY
(LST 838), and USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST 846) for their meritorious
service from 10 November 1966 to 30 January 1968 and from 1 March 1968
to 30 September 1968 while serving as Mobile Support Bases fux GA&?
WARDEN forces.

PBR's accounted for over 2,500 two-boat patrols during April.
Detections, inspections, and boardings increased appreciably over last
month's totals standing at 7,306, 50,582 and 70,838 respectively.

The UH-1B and OV-10A aircraft assigned to GAME WARDEN forces accumulated

310 hours in pre-planned strikes, 53 hours in reaction strikes, 208 hours
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on targets of opportunity and 183 hours on support strikes for a total
of 754 hours of combat,

PBR, UH-1B, and OV-10A GAME WARDEN Operations

Two PBR's escorting YLLC~5 on the afternoon-of 1 April came under
mortar and automatic weapons fire 13 miles southwest of My Tho (XS 300 383).
The units ' mediately returned fire and wér; Jjoined by two Seawolves who
had been on a routine patrol. After repeated coordinated firing runs by

i
the PBR's and Seawolves the enemy fire was suppressed. Troops from Ham
Long Sub Sector who were operat: : in the area subsequently conducted a
sweep through the ambush area and found that seven Viet Cong had been
killed in the fire fight., There were no friendly casualties.

Seawolves on a routine My Tho patrol in the early evening of 8 April
received clearance to place strikes on an estimated platoon of Viet Cong
located 8 miles west of Truc Giang (XS 378 323). Moderate to heavy small
arms fire was received from the area during the strikes. One secondary
explosion resulted from a Seawolf ,50 caliber hit. ZEnemy casualties
were estimated as 10 Viet Cong probably killed and an additional four °
wounded. There were no U. S. casualties.

Just before 1800 on 9 April, PBR's 756 and 842 came under enemy fire
while transiting the Dong Tran Canal, 153 miles southeast of Saigon
(YS 092 740). Both boats were operating at top speed and weré on opposite
sides of the canal when four B-40 rockets were fired at them from the north

bank. Only the second rocket scored a hit when it penetrated the gun tub
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and killed the forward gunner on PBR 756 which had been traveling along the
north bank. PBR 842 moved from the south bank to the enemy firing position
and reconned the area, At this point 842 came under automatic weapons fire
from both banks and received damage. As a Navy ILHFT -was being scrambled to
their assistance, the two PBR's reversed course and made another firing run
through the Viet Cong ﬁositions. Additipnal'PBR!s ‘then arrived on the
scene to escort the damaged boats back to Nha Be. The LHFT, after pla?ing
strikes in the area, remained to provide cover for a planned insertioniof
PRU's, The PRU insertion was cancelled, however, due to approaching dark-—
ness and the lack of a safé landing :zone.’ The IHFT then placed an additional
strike’ on the enemy positions. .Once all units were clear of the area, Army
artillery commenced to saturate the probable enemy positions.. After the
barrage, a VNN LSSL fired 3-inch H and I fire into the suspected positions
for almost an hour. Enemy casualties were unknown. Friendly casualties
were one USN killed and three wounded; one VNN riding in the PBR's was also
wounded,

Late on the morning of 24 April, OV-10A's of TU 115,4.8 placed a strike
on a target-of-opportunity enemy position approximately 7 miles southeast
of Sa Dec. During the attack no enemy fire was received and there were
no U. S. casualties. Enemy 'casualties were listed as two Viet Cong probably
killed and six wounded. Enemy material casualties were six structures
and seven bunkers destroyed and three structures damaged.

PBR's on patrol in the RSSZ, 21 miles: southeast of Saigon (Y¥S 217 7%5),
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observed a sampan with three occupants at 2100 on 25 April.. The sampan
attempted to evade after warning shots had been fired and was taken under
fire. One of the Viet éong were killed and the other two captured. The
sampan was subsequently destroyed and one AK-47 captured. There were no

U. S. casualties.

“Swlft" Boat Game Wsrden Qperatlons

During Aprll the number of "Swaft“ boats aon patrol of the lower ;
Ham Luong and Co Chlen rivers was 1ncreased from two to three in order
to prov1de better coverage of these heaV1ly traveled waterways. At
the beglnnlng of the month the PCF patrol on the 801 Rap was shlfted
to the Vam Co untll the 7f, when this area wss taken over by PBR's.

Swift boats on. raver patrcls 1n normal GAME WARDEN areas detected 9,0?5 "

o
oy P -t
o ': ¥

craft, ‘of whlch 2,622 were 1nspected and 4,905 were boarded. Whlle
operatlng on the ravers the PCF's carried out 58 gunflre support missions
and particlpated 1n 15 ground operatlons by travellng-up ad301n1ng canals
and rivers to insert, support, and extract troops. Included in the naval
gunfire missions are three ceses-cf hostile fire suppression. No frlendly
losses resulted from these encounters. Enemy losses to the Swift bcat |
operations totaled three kllled (body count), two wounded, 15 craft destroyed
and one csptured 18 structures destreyed and 25 structures damaged.

On the night of the 6th PCF 54 carried out harassment and 1nterdict10n
fire on a suspected Vlet Cong concentrat;cn 18 miles up the Ham Luong River.
Firing 30 rounds from her Sl-mm mcrtar the Swift boat kllled one and wounded
two Viet Cong.
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On 28 April Co Chien River patrol units participated in a sweep by
the 246th RF Company along the Khen Thuyen:River. The troops were
picked up by PCF's 56, 57 and 95 at Ap Thuan An (XR 656 959) and taken
gbout 4 miles up the Khen Thuyen to XR-77A92A. During preparaéion
fire on the landing area and while engaging targets of opportunity
upon leaving the river the three Swifts destroyed 12 structures/bunkers,
damaged another 38, destroyed eight sampans, and damaged one other sampan.

SEAL Operations

On 1 April, five SEALs and 10 PRU's were inserted by sampan k4 miles
northeast of Sa Dec (WS 901 389) on a reconnaissance mission. Proceeding
300 mgpers up a canal they captured one Viet Cong and one Viet Cong suspect,
Leaving three PRU's to guard the prisoners the remainder of the group con-
tinued on up the canal where they began a house search. ~While taking two
captives from one house they observed a man evading into a canal. He was
taken under fire. The SEALs then came under small arms and automatic
weapons fire from both banks of the canal and the treeline, In the ensuing
firefight, three Viet Cong in one of the houses were killed. Seawolves

were scrambled and the SEALs broke contact and proceeded down the canal for

extraction by LCPL. The Seawolves then placed a strike on the enemy positions.

There were no friendly casualties. Enemy casualties were four Viet Cong
killed with an additional three listed as probably killed, three captured and
one suspect detained.

PBR's inserted a SEAL team 16 miles south of Saigon (XS 876 619) on
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the night of 22 April. 4s the SEALY patrolled inldnd, three Viet Cong
with weapons were observed moving northeast past the rear of the SEAL
position. The Viet Cong spotted the SEAL rear security and evaded into
a treeline where four additional Viet Cong were observed. The SEALs
then moved south where they came urder enemy fire from the northeast and

northwest. As they contimued to move south under fire, additional enemy -
fire was received from the southeast. RSSZ ':'IGC was requested to seéramble
a Slick for extraction, A Navy LHFT ias also &érambled and placed stri}-cé'g
around the SEAL perimef’gr. Havlng §dﬁpressed the enemy fire, the LH:E‘T
provided coV¥er for the SEkLs as they moved to the PBR i‘endezvous po:.nt
where tHey wers safely extracted. The additichal éssets sent by RSSZ TOG
assisted in placing H and ¥ fire into the suspected éhw;positi_oné. The e
wére no friendly €asualties: Ea@my cddualties were two kii_'!-.ed b¥ the SEALs
find three probably killed by the LT,

On thE évening of 23 April; SEALs; PRU's and two LDNN's Weie inserted
by truck, 13 milss northwest of My Tho. They movéd .northe'aéﬁ and set a
security position at & house HEE a pr cary PRU objéttive. At 0315; they
recéived heaVy small arm$ fire from i:he area west of the ﬁc;nse; Th;y
returned and s‘unpressed the enemy fire. Cme SEAL received sligh{: shrapnel
wounds and a HEBEIA’C was ordered. The gFoup patrolled south under covef of
gunships and the dust off was complsted. Friendly casualfies were ons Hevy~
man wounded, one PRU killed dnd two PRU!': wounded. Six Viet Cong were

killed i# th& &ncounter.
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A tean of Siils with two Hoi Chanhs, reacting to intelligence provided

v the Foi Chanhs, departed Can Tho late on the afternocon of 29 April,

At their firs% ston the SEALs waited at.a hootech (WR 823 954) while the

Hol Chanhs walked on to a market to pick up two females who were1supposedly
Viet Cong Medics. At 1800 the Hoi Chaﬁhs returned with the suspects and the
entire group noved by truck to Cai Tac Villagg Police Station (WR796 977).
From here the Hoi Chanhs set out for their second target where they observed
two males in a héotch and a third man moving 105-mz artillery rounds tof

a cache site, They took the third man under fire and killed him and
received fire Irom the hootch, The Hoi Chanhs withdrew taking four 105-mn
rounds witz then. A third target had to be aboried when it was learned

that féiendly operations were being conductsd in the zrea. The group
remained overnight at the poliée station and the next morning, at 0730,

the Hoi Chanhs set out for the Cai Tac market in searci: 0f three VCI
members, At 0830 they returned with the three suspects. The orip 1al two
detainees from the first stop were released when it was decided that they
had been set up for caplure after having wronged the Viet Cong, The re-
maining detainees and the captured rounds were subsequently taken to Can
Tho. There were no friendly casualties,

Enenv Atta “s on Merchant Vessels

v
P
¥

i_l-
2]
oa
ft

¢ month, there was a dramatic decrease in the number of atitacks
on allied merchant vessels on the Long Tau. Only four such ircidents
occurred throughout the month, Three of these, 5 April against SS BUCYRUS

VISLORY, 15 April against the Vietnamese merchant ship PiU QUOC, and 29
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i1 ageinst S5 PussIDEHT PIzRlE missed toeir tarzets, The UsSHS
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FErsEUS was hit on 27 April but only minor materisl damage resultscd,

In all instances there was l.mediate allied response to the attacks

ssin;; additional fire, i
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE SUMMARY : -

April 1969

Naval units of the Mobile Riverine Force participated-in operations

which were characteristically diversified as to type of mission and area

of employment during April. Reconnaissancé in force, search and destroy,

patrol, ‘ambush, troop lift, inspéction,7Eaglé!Float,“firé'Support;

blocking force, escort and psyops duties were carried out by river assault

[ 4

craft often in conjunction with U. S. Army or Vietnamese forces as they -

operated from the: GIANT SLINGSHOT Campaign area (the northern most area

of Navy involvement in the Delta region) to the southern most reaches

of the Cau Mau Peninsula (SILVER MACE II Campaign).. The long tern

riverine assault operations in Kien Hoa Province’ continued as the combined

Army/Navy units again inflicted sevére losses on the enemy. =

The  following table indicates the distribution and’' employment of

river assault craft on a typical day in Aprils = - ¢

ACTIVITY/OPERATION
- ASPB

2nd Brigade, U.S. 9th :
Infantry Division 12
Operation GIANT SLING-
SHOT/Barrier Reef 16
Operation SILVER MACE
31 4
Base Defense 6
Overhaul/Conversion/ 2
Backfit _

TOTALS LO

GROUP L

Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years

ATO

21

17

15

91

MRF CRAFT ASSIC 0 -
MON - CCB - REFLALER = TOTALS

W R T,

3 "2 S e L3

5 2 129
1 2

A

17 9 Lo 161
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The recurring danger of enemy swimmer/sapper activity against river
craft was in evidence again this Eﬁﬁtﬂ as three mining incidents or
attempts were recorded against MRF craft operating in Kien Hoa Province
and enemy Base Area 480. On.22 April, while_trahsiting enemy Base Area
L80 gn;oute to the MRB after completion ofHOperatiop151LVER MACE II,

RAD 132 assault craft were engaged in an enemf initiated firefight on
the Song Cai Tu 8% miles southwest of Vi Thanh (WR 420 756). . During the
P i
action a watermine exploded 60 feet off the starboard bow of CCB-132-1
and caused minor flooding which was brought under control. Potential
disaster was averted on 24 April when a Viet Cong command detonated
mine was discoveréd attached to the anti-swimmer net of APL-26 between
the bow and pontoon, The homemade mine, weighing approximately 150-175
pounds, was discovered at 0730. Fish floats were seen attached to the,
barrier while it was being raised prior to getting underway; inspection
by EOD personnel revealed the mine with the detonator lead gevered.
Speculation was that the detonator wire was cut during arm;nesweep patrol
by a base defense boat. Lastly,'ASPB~13%f3 was sunk on 29 April on the
Cai Tu River as an enemy mine of unknown type was detonated bensath its
stern during the operation in enemy Base Area 480 in Chuoﬁg Thien
Province. A second ASPB, 132-1 was damaged as a result of the explosion.
(This incident is described in the SEA LORDS section under Operations in.
Enemy Base Area 480.) The sunken ASPB was already hauled up on a beach

by 30 April as the timely salvage operations continued.
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Salvage operations on Monitor 111-1 which was sunk as a result of
battle damage on the Vam Co Tay River, 43 miles northwést of Moc Hoa
were completed on 20 April and the craft was towed to Nha Be., The
extensive repairs necessary are estimated to require use of out';f
country facilities. The monitor had sunk ‘on 31 May, -

River Assault Division 92 commenced six days of training for °
Vietnamese Navy boat crews on 28 April under the Accelerated Turnover
Program (ACTOV). This training is in connection with a scheduled
incremental turnover of RAC to the VNN in June. E L R

Loudspeaker psyops broadcasts were ‘an important aspect of RAC
activipyras‘tapés were played in;all operating areas, at times
during inserﬁion/bxtraction of troops and immediately after firefights.

TASE GROUP 117.1 Operationz -

The concerted efforts of the MRF in Kien Hoa Provinée‘aﬁd”.Ejacent
areas agiinresulted in a record number of enemy"casﬁaities as aggressive
search and destroy tactics accounted for 1155 Viet Cong killed during
April. Side thrusts of a few days duration were also made by MRF forces
into Go Cong and Vinh Binh Provinces during the month. -

Enemy initiated activity during April diminished somewhat as hostile
fire incidents directed against TG 117.1 RAC were encountered on eight
occasions as compared to 21 such incidents last month. U. S. Navy
casualties during these actions were 27 wounded, )

River assault craft of River Assault Divisions (RAD) 131, 132 , and
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151 supported the 3/47th, L/L7th, 3/60th and 6/31th Infantry battalions
of the U. S. Army Ninth Division at various times throughout the month
as assault i;),ﬁiings were conducted along numerous rivers and canals
throughout the operating area. RAD 92 as utility division provided
frequent escort services, ' supported the 3/34th Artillery Battalion
at fire support baéés and cémmenc‘ed ACTOV trajning with the VI\II\I; RAD
152 acted as base defense division. On 25 April RAD 131 relieved RAD
111 in the GIANT SLINGSHOT area. ¢
On 2 April, nine RAC of RAD 131 (with one company each of L/A7th &
3/60 infantry and the headquarters company of the 3/3l Artillery embark-—
ed) were engaged in an énemy initiated firefight Zm the Rach ifé éay, 13
miles ‘s‘outh of ¥y Tho (XS 468 206) while escortirng :'3:;/3hth arfille'r-y barges.
About eight B-LO rockets and heavy automatic ,weapoﬁs‘.were fired at the boats
resulting in one -.-rocket hit each on Monitor 151-1 and :A‘i?H 131-12 an&
minor material damage. Fire was immediately returned and suppressed by
the boat columm and LHFT overhead. Nine Navymer; were wounded (all minor);
one soldier was killed and four were wounded in the attack. Enemy caisual-
ties were one killed with other results of suppressive fire unknown.. |
Seven RAD 92 units, eng ;ed primarily in fire support base (FSB)
security operations duning April, were enroute on 16 April from the
mobij_.e riverine base at‘:'Dong Tam to FSB Khan when they received five
"recoilless rounds from the sout.h; bank of the Song Ben ‘I:re, 8 miles south-

east of My Tho (XS 532 313) at 0935, Monitor §2-—l and Refueler 112-1 were

. ~
- . P}
i & 4 4
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nit by one round each wounding three sailors. All units returned and
suppressed the fire, The refueler was carrying ldogas in the well-deck;
this was ignited and the boat became engulfed in flames. The blazing
boat was immediately beached and the crew evacuated to ATC‘Q 92-7 and
92-3. Firing commenced irmediately and was aiéed by the quick arrival
of additional equipment and firefighting foam flown to the scene by an
Army helo. The fire was extinguished at 1115, An Army LHFT cane on i
station immediately and Army lst Air Cavelry troops arrived within 10
minutes té provide security for salvage operations. The boat was towed
to Dong Tam for repairs.

On.£6 April ATC's 152-7 and 152-13, while on base defense patrol,
sighted a total of five persons at twc locations on the south bank of the
iy Tho River (XS 383 405 and XS 400 407) two miles southwest oi Dong
Tan, The Viet Cong were spotted in a2 free fire zone with a night observation
device. The RAC took the Viet Cong under fire resulling in two ?robable

kills.
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(1)
USN STATISTICAL SUMMARY
April 1969

(2) (3) (&)

MARKET TIME GAME WARDEN Mobile Riverine Force
Detections 50,402 235,742 (5)
Inspections 26,902 52,960 (5)
Boardings 10,149 75,436 (5)
Craft detained (5) (5) (5)
Persons detained 960 1,483 103
Viet Cong suspects 51, 36 (5)
Hostile fire incidents 36 2 - 12

Enemy casualties:

a. Killed 23 BC + 30 EST 38 BC 15155
b. Wounded 27 2L BC+2 PROB (5)
¢. Captured 0 7 10

USN casualties: :
a. Killed 0 il 2
b. Wounded L 5 L5
c. Captured 0 0 0
d. Missing 0 0 1

Enemy material losses:
a. Destroyed:

(1) Junks or sampans 127 51 (5)
" (2) Structures 186 225 L0
b. Captured:
(1) Junks or sampans 6 2 (5)
(2) Weapons 0 3 rifles/ 171
: 2 grenades
(3) Ammunition (rounds) 0 0 1,500
(L) Rice (tons) 0 0
¢. Damaged:
(1) Junks or sampans L0 39 (5)
(2) Structures 232 167 (5)
USN material losses:
a. Destroyed: -
(1) Surface craft 0 0 1
(2) Helicopters 0 0] (5)
b. Damaged:
(1) Surface craft 3 2 8
(2) Helicopters 0 i (5)

SAR missions

Remarks: (1) Statistics include only "Standard® Task Force Operations.
Operation SEA LORDS statistics not included, see SEA LORDS
Statistical Summary.
(2) Includes SEA TIGER Operations.
. (3) Includes "Swift" boat patrols in GAME WARDEN area of cperation,
(4) Includes TF 117 and Base Area 480 operations; additional MRF
statistics included in SEA LORDS Campaign Statistics.
(5) Information not available or not applicable. : an,m’
b
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Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years CONPIBENTEAL




DECLASSIFIED

Cn?,:?p'r'DE?_Ir“\I # I

FAVAL ADVISOHY GHOUP -
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Dcve¢0phebts 1n the Accelorutea ”urnovef Progran (ASTOV) and re-

lated p*OJects that are desx@ne& to 1ncreaoe tnﬂ rol° OI tne V_etngmese

Navy moved snoothly foruaro 1n Ap rid, Aside from sore minor equipment
p“oblﬂnb and UHe lacA of a tecnnlchl qulﬂsn VOC&bUId_J, the VK PBR
itrairecs have performec well in ctive patrols. lhe ent* ?astic and

. e L St

eager sailors are quickly lﬁarnlng D“Oper proceduros for flring “nd céeur_

ing weapons, searc;lng Uauerc”aLu, an d cxeanlng weapons. The USCG J:j s

POINT GﬁLF-: nd POLL L GUE sa Leu for \A?YE’ TL;E natrols on 6 and 18

Ap""l..l., reu')ec u_:_ve.;.y, en un'ely _ar_neq by V.J ‘ﬁersormel wi b the excentlon

o EERC Fa . e

of tqe Con,analng Om;icer. hno“n as UPB SC ITOR Pro gran (SnMTI Craft

Assetls, T aLn;ng, ard Turnovnr of Resoureu)é Vil sallors relleve tpﬂ hny

USCG covnuerpﬂ“ s on he 4P%'¢ one at a t¢me untﬂl the entire crew except

for the uo1mand1ug Ofllcer _s menned by the Vﬁh. he LS CO"wap‘ing

Officers are relieved by a VIE counterpart when tae boats are off _ally

-

turned over to the Vielnamese Navy.

With the exception of the night of l’ - ll ﬂpfll ﬁ ) coﬂIrontutlons

with the enemy‘were light and scavtered dur“ng tne mvﬁmh Alhout comple-

tely avo’ding any ﬂ“JOf contact with uovernﬂent iorces, uhe enery

appesred to limit his activities o sporadic attacks by f¢re, ninor
ground probes, terrcrist altacks, and increaCLu wining attempts. While
GROUP 4 - Enclosure (7)
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patroling an average of fourteen MARKET TIME stations, Fleet Command
ships seaxched 6,593 junks and 23,497 peoplé. Eleven of these junks and
41 people were dgtaihéq,FﬂThis_represented increases of 49,25 and_44.5$,
in comparison to the gigures for March, During the month Fleet Command
Units fired 61 HGFS miésions. The LSSL's and LSIL's accounted for the
majority of them while firing harrassment and interdiction missions into-
;suspected VC locations along the Ham Luwong , Co Chien, My Thoy and Hau‘:
Gian Rivers and in the Rung Sat Special Zone. In addition to: the roz.‘xt'--f
ine patrols conducted by the LSSL's and LSIL's in the-Eorg Taﬁy My Tho,
and Bassac Rivers, one - ISSL and ‘one LSIL, alongAwlth two LCH'S and RAG -
21/5? anits, they prov1ded tr00p lifts, logistic serv1¢es, and HGFS for
Operatlon.SLLNER MAGE II on the lower Cgu Mau Penlnsula Durlng routﬂne
sueeps of the Long 1au, ‘Dong Hai and Balgon Rlvers ML& s and-LChﬁ s .
recovered electrical cable from their qyeep;ng gear on three occasions
"and on 12 April two HLM'S reéeived smali arms fire from the west bank
of the Dong Nai River. {Yb 045915) that resu;ted in tuo small holes in
the bow of one boat _‘,fu S I o 5
VI PBR's of Rlver Patrol Group 51 (RPG 51) were 1nvolved in nine
-incidents and fire flgnts during troop insertions and while engaged in
the three daily end five nighfly patrols on the Long Tauand Soirap
Rivers. The PBR's accounted for sixi-ﬁ killed, four VC captured, and one
VC who rallied, On 29 April two Vi PBR's with VI Rangers embarkednwere

conducting a reconnaissance mission with helo escort ten niles southeast
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of Saigon on the Ong Keo stream, After completing the mission, the
PBR's staried back to Dong Tranh when a mine detonated under ~the

lead boat, initiating a heavy B-4U and B-/41 rocketl attack -(¥S 0356782),
The boat occupants were knocked doun and the boat went out of control
and proceedéd ten meters inland before coming to rest, ‘The cover bogt
medevaced the four VK, six VN Rangers, and U%'Ranger advisor who were
wounded to ﬁha 3e, One Eanger was killed and the beached PBR was
extensively damage&.

There were 67,943 junks and 214,918 people searchgd in Akril by
Coastal Group units of all four Coastal Zones, This represented a l.4h
and 7.9% increase in coﬁparison to the March staitistics,- Detainments
increased from 80 to 181 junks and from 646 to 941 perSOns.-}The first
three coastal zone junks were credited with 95% of the jinks and 88%
cf the persons devained,

The Cua Dai River ares remained the center of enemy activity for
junks of the First Coastal Zons, On the morning of 11 April Coastel
Group (CG) 14 units were sweeping Thuan Thinh Island (BT 170550) vhen
they engaged the enemy. Three VO were killed and one VO was captured.
Late in the afternoon the coastal group conductied another insertion (BT
182550) on the island and this time one VO was killed, On 18 April GG
34 units inserted focur RF companies and one ARVH eleéver miles sqpth o
Ben Tre on the Ham Luong River (XS 600130, 630150, 600150) on three

different occasions. While the ground forces swept the area, the junks

Lfreesses =) RO fe oFas
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acted as‘a blocking force on the adjacent river. During the day the
combined force accounted for twenty one VC killed, twenty one VC captured,
and two suspectis. Ve sctained. Several personal weapons, two short
wave rgdiosg anc sorme medical supplies were uncovered, The VN é%ilors
were creditved with one VG killed and four VG captured. (1ncluded in total) .
and the destruction of three enemy sampans.

Patrolling six miles south of their base camp (CQ 155777) on 27
April, GG 23 junks spotied two people on the beach who ran and hid in
the nearby rocks aftier being sighted. Responding to the VI call for fire
support, U.S., PCF 49 jointed with the Vll units to place machine-gun fire
on the beach, A VN 1énding party went ashore and found one VC and trails
of three others who wers wounded, Several ?ifles, a guantity of rice
and pedlclne, two satchel charpges and some miscellaneous pieces of:cloth
were confiscated,

In operation Tran liung Dao an average of two VE PCF's and ten

Fourth Coastal Zone junks patroled the Rach Giang Thanh and Vinh Te Canal froum

Ha Tien to a point twenty miles upsL ean (VS 690529), Reaction troops,.
junks, LDHK, U.S. Seals, and TF llo PBR's carried out ambush\* patrols and
sweeping operations south from Chgu Doc. Trere were severalasmall
skirmishes and fire fights during the month but generally routire pairols
were the order of the day.

In the Third and Fourth Riverine areas Vil River Assault Gfbups

(RAG's) were involved in troop 1lifts, amphibious operations, convoy
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escorts, blocking missions, Psyops, civic action, medevacs, and fire
support. From 21 - 25 April FAG 28; U.S. Army, and local troops con-
ducted river control operations on the Szigon River tuelve to twenty
five miles northwest of the capital city (from XT 750176 to XT 53:3566),
Eneny forces, utilizing a corbination of B-40 rockets, mortarn, small

arms and one cormmand detonated.water,mine,.in}tiateé fire fights on

four separate ogecasions, Two U.S. advisors, three U.S., soldiers, two

Vii sailors, and one civilian were wounded during these incidénts. One of
the seven VO killed by friehdly forces had. in his possession an order

to stop the Vil units in the area.

River Assault and Interdietion Divisions 70 and 71 (RA;D 70 and 71)
continﬁed to improve their effectiveness in GIANT SLIHG SHOT Dperations
on the Vam Co Dong and Vem Co Tay Rivers. On 24 April- the tactical area
ifron Tan An up the Cam Co Tay to lMoc Hoa was assigned to RAID 70 and
the RAID comrander assuméd CTU 194.9.3. 'This new responsibility involved
& shift in the RAID assets. RAID 70 was assigned six ASPB's five ATC's,
one monitor, and one CCB at Tan An and two ASPB's, three ATC's, and one
monitor at Tuyen Nhon, RAID 71 has four ASPB's, three ATC's and one
ronitor at Ben Luec and four ASP3's and two ATC's at Tra Cu. The Vi
recorded nineteen fire fights initiated by the enemy and eight initiated
by Vietnamese forees in GIANT SLING SHOT Cperations, . Coordinated oper-
ations with FAID's uere resporsible for 92 VC killed, ten VC snd three

suspected VG caplured. Friendly forces operating with the VNN suffered
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four killed and twenty-one wounded, -The RAID's had only three wounded,

Vietnanese lMarine Corps =~ - ’

There was light to moderate enemy activity reported by the Vietnanese

Merines in April resulting from operations conducted in III and IV CIZ,
Brigade 4, comprised of the Brigade ilcadcuarters, the Third
Infantry Battalion, and Battery A of the VHMC. Artillery-Battalion, cont-

1

inued reconnaissance in force and tani - infaniry operations in Binh

Duong Province (approx, XT 560150) under the operationzl control of the 5th

AV Division, Several light and scattered combat incidents accounted

for s

e

xteen VG killed and thres captured at the expense of three VI
}hrine% killed and another twenty wounded.'

. On 7 April Brigade B, including Brigade Heal: arters, the Fourth
and Sixth Infantry Battalions, aﬁd Battery B.of tae VMC Artillery
Battalion, commenced riverine/feconnaissance in force operations entitled
SILVER FACE II in Fam . Can and Dan Doi Districts of An Xuyen Province
within the control of the 21st ARVl Division, While utilizing the U.S.
RAC's and PCF's and VIl RAG boats for transportation on the Cua Lon and
Bo De Rivers, the larines Sought out the enemy throughout the tactical-
area, Upon conclusion of the operation on 18 April, the Iarines accounted
Yor eighteen VO killed and twelve confirmed VG and 19 suspected VG taken
into custody, A large number of bunkers, structures, and sampans were
cestroyed gnd several ammunition cashes were uncovered, confiscated or

destroyed. MHarine casualties were three killed andé tweniy-six wounded.
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The Brigade stooa doun untll 24.Apr11 wnen tney noved 1nto hlen nung
Dlstrlcb of Chuong Thien Prov1nne lor more rlverlne and reconnalssance
in force operations., Act1v1ty for the remalnaer of the month was neg-

ligible to light.

The Flrst Lnfantry Bat talion relleveu the Fourth Battallon on 12

April and remalned wlt. Brlgade B througn 30 Aprll The Fourth Bauuallen .

a Z -
reuurned To 1us base camp at Vung Tau. On 23 Aprll operaulonal control

changed to the Jownt Geﬂeral Sta¢1 and the Fourth Battallon moved to
Thu Duc to act as a reserve unlt and to conduect relresher tra 1nﬁng for

the rest of the month;

The Second Infantry Battalion continued company size reconnaissance
operations for the 18th ARVE Division near Long Thanh (¥s 140920)
Bien Hoa Province with negligible resulis, The battalion was put under
the control of the Léng @ien Special Zone and helolifted into a new
cverational area north of the Dang Nai Rivef on 18 and 19 April, With
ertillery supporv from battery D the marines carried oul reco ssance
in force operations in the area for the rest of the month yielding neg-
ative contect. The VO had definitely buen in the area as enemy mines
¥illed two rmarines and wounded another twenty-six.

Security and reconnalssance missions were performed by the Fifth
Battalion for the ARVN Airborn Division just north of Saigon with neg-
ative resulis for the entire month,

Battery C stood dowm at Thu Duc the first half of the month. On

15 Apx i1 the artillery units moved into two fire support bases under the
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control of the Run" Sat Sp301al Zone, An artillery platoon from Thu
Duc base camp joined the other units of the b’t:cl on 28 Aprii and the
entire battery provided gunfire suppo_b during the remalnlng aaas of
April,

Bautery'D operatlng under the conu:ol of ‘hé Gaﬁital Military
District had platoons si&t¢onea in Sa¢gpn at ewport Beac&, Cat Lai, and
Thu Duc. The platoon at the Hewport Brldge detached to the Second Bat-

f.
talion for operatlons in tae Long Bien Special Zore from 18 - 3n April,
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VNN/VNMC STATISTICAL SUMMARY

~ Kpril 1969
VIETNAMESE NAVY:
: Daily Average Searched Detained
Oper  Empl Junks People Junks People
COASTAL, FORCE | | . :
I  50.6 19,1 19,316 70,885 66 118
I - L6.0 L5.2 32,412 90,910 L7 261
IIT 52,6 50.8 8,636 27,730 59 19
W Le, - b2, 74579 25,393 Y 113
Sub-totals : 67,943 214,918 181 ‘ol
*FIEET COMMAND |
PATROL SHIPS. h1,7 29.1 6,593 23,h97 11 L1
RIVERTHE AREA
RAG CRAFT 117.5  116.8 6,360 23,660 0 3
RATDS 25.5 16,5 172 W0 0 _ .0
#GEN RESERVE ' '
T - FORCE 7241 L7 o,lilil 18,008 =3 _5
TOTAL: 86,509 280,553 195 988
VIETNAMESE MARTNE CORPS:
VCAVA KIA: Ll Captured: 29 Suspects detained:23
TNIMO KiA: 14 WIA: 85 MIA: o
% Provided 61 gunfire support missions
# Includes RAG 27, RTEG and REG 51
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC' ACTION SUMMARY
April 1969

The U. S. and Vietnamese Navy accounted for 25 Hoi Chanhs in-April.‘
Four of these, including one NVA regular, rallied to GIANT SLINGSHOT
forces.. SEA LORDS operations in the Ca Mau Peninsula area were given
partial credit for the increase in rallies tq the Nam Can district
capital from seven in March to 13 in #April. .

Interrogation of Hoi Chanhs and POW indicated that almost all of
them had been exposed to U. S. or government PsyOps programs. Fear,
hunger, personal hardships, and disillusionment with the enemy cauéer
were common reasons for rallying to the government cause.

Sniper attacks on the PsyOps and Medcap teams and the Viet Congs' owr
Chieu program are indicative of the devastating effect that PsyOps is |
having on the enemy's effort. The Viet Cong have published a Chieu Hoi
leaflet and have gone so far as to accept Hol Chanhs back into .heir
ranks if they renounce their mistakes.

Both PsyOps and Medcap operations were well received in April. The
Navy Medcap program alone "%ree}:c.ed approximately 25,000 Vietnamese. The
Vietnamese always gathered in lérge crowds to hear the loudspeaker
broadcasts and to receive the wide variety of PsyOps material including
food, newspapers, magazines, Chieu Hoi leaflets, soaps and cooking oils.

fihe Naval Support Activity at Danang reported that there were 174

self-help projects underway and that significant progress had been made
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USN CIVIC ACTION ¢ STATISTICAL SUMRY (1)

DECI AGRITIEN . MARCH 1969
TOTAL NYMBER OF MRNnDAIS EERSQNNEL OF INITS ENGAGED IN CIVIC
ACTION PROJECTS:. o . L083
COST OF SUPPLIES GCNTR.T.BUTED BY MILI‘I.‘ARY RESOURCES FOR CIVIC
ACTION PROJECTS: . — VN$ 6,470,980
VOLUNTARY CGNTRIBTIONS wW$ Lk, 872

PERCENTAGE OF U, S. MILITARY CIVIC ACTIN ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED
JOMTLY WITH:

.. Percent
Other FWMAF W
RVNAF 30
U.S. Civilian voluntary-agencies 3
Average percent of selfe=help by VN civilians 80
PROGRAMS 5
‘ Man Days Expenditures (VN$)
Economic Development 399 160, ‘
Education 598 - 802,850
Social Welfare 2,452 6,054,838
Transportation 295 25,027
Refugee 339 487,035
INSTITUTES ASSISTED:
' Number
Schools II'?
Hospitals/Dispensaries 2l
Crphanages 20
Cthers 7L

HOIE: (1) Statistics shown are those for March; see paragraph two of
transmittsl letter.
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