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1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (10)-are
submitted,

2, Due to a change in reporting procedures, the information for.the USH
Civic Action Statistical Summary is not available for the current month's
Historical Summary. The Civic Action Statistical Summary will carry the
figures for the previous month's work i.e.,, March Historical Summary con-
tains February's Civic Action Statistical Summary.

3. The data contained in enclosures (2), (6), (8), and (10) is based on
information available this date. Any adjustments to enclosures (2), (6),
(8) and (10) will be reflected in March's Historical Supplement.
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OPERATION SEA LORDS SUMMARY
March 1969

Units of all three in-country U. S. Navy task forces continued their
coordinated efforts together with other U. S. and Vietnamese armed forces
in each campaign area during March. Operation SEA LORDS began as a series
of special operations supporting the IV Corps dry-season campaign; it
achieved such significant results that the original concept has been
expanded into permanent interdiction; pacification; and river raid
campaigns. Austere support facilities are being replaced with new base
construction along the interdiction patrol areas. In addition to expanded
logistics facilities, other support areas such as intelligence, planning,
and communications have been improved or adjusted to meet the needs of an
operation comparable in dimension of effort to either normal MARKET TIME
or GAME WARDEN activity.

Contact with the enemy continued to be frequent especially in the GIANT
SLINGSHOT campaign. The losses inflicted on the enemy in these engagements
reflect the aggressiveness and professional competence of all the units
involved. Less obvious, but no less significant, have been the often intan-
gible results of long hours spent on patrol or waiting quietly in ambush
positions. Bach month new reports are received which tell of Viet Cong
infiltration attempts which where abandoned when a patrol craft has suddenly
appeared around the river bend. Indications that the Viet Cong now have

a sizeable back log of war materials which they have not been able to move
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across the interdiction barriers or that certain infiltration routes have
been changed reveal the importance of the Operation SEA LORDS interdiction
campaigns.

Operating from bases or support vessels at Tan An, Tuyen Nhon, and Moc
Hoa along the Vam Co Tay River and Ben Luc, Tra Cu, and Go Dau Ha along
the Vam Co Dong River both USN and VNN river craft of TG 194.9 represent
the largest segment of the interdiction barrier. The more than 150 units
committed to this operation, including two "Swift" boats employed on the
Vam Co River, worked closely with U. S. and Vietnamese ground forces along
their patrol routes. A measure of the high degree of coordination existant
among U. S. and Vietnamese forces can be ascertained in the variety of
reconnaissance operations supported by Navy river craft = troop insertions
were made of Vietnamese Army, Regional Force, Popular Force, Civilian
Irregular Defense Group (CIDG), Provincial Reconnaissance Unit, National
Police, Field Force, and Armed Propaganda personnel troops along with
U. S. Army 1lst Air Cavalry and 25th Infantry Division soldiers at various
times throughout the month. Buring March river craft participated in
nearly 100 operations with these troops ranging from the insertion of small
nightoreconnaissance patrols to area sweeps by battalion size forces.
Night ambush tactics established by river units exacted further attrition
from enemy forces as patrols Laiting in night positions fired on enemy
personnel on at least 80 occasions. Open fire range in these encounters
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was as short as 6 to 10 feet at times. Ten evaﬁggc}uﬁg l'!!;‘l‘EDa.mpa.ns

were fired on by river patrols. Hostile fire was encountered 126 times
during the month including 13 rocket/mortar attacks on bases and support
vessels. There were two river mine detonations and two possible swimmer
jncidents. In addition to suppressive gunfire on enemy attack positions,
GIANT SLINGSHOT forces carried out another 70 naval gunfire missions or
helicopter strikes on targets of opportunity or suspected enemy positions.
Results of March operations included 341 enemy killed (160 body count

plus 181 probable), 44 wounded and 22 captured. There were also 50 persons
detained and six Hoi Chanhs who turned themselves in to naval units. A
total of 49 structures/bunkers and 13 junks/sampans were destroyed. Although
large arms caches were not discovered as at the onset of GIANT SLINGSHOT,
the following enemy material was recovered in small caches and craft
captured during March:

35 individual weapons

25 boxes of small arms ammunition

23 boxes of small arms gun ammunition

24 107-mm rockets

5 B-LO rockets and 3 launchers

30 grenades, mines, and claymores

1975 pounds of explosive plus wire, fuzes, detonators, etc.
4320 pounds of rice

2 caches of medicine (one a Viet Cong hospital)
Bi::‘n":m (L& -13\4-3
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6 finds of miscellaneous documents
100 sets of individual egquipment
Of the 107-mm rockets discovered, 12 were found by sailors of the Uss
HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) set up and aimed at the vessel in her anchorage
at Ben Luc,

Friendly losses came to 7 killed (1 USN, 2 USA; 1 VNN, and 3 ARVN);

128 wounded {67 USN, 7 USA, 25 VNN; 14 ARVN, and 15 CIDG); 21 craft dam-
aged (including an LST and a dredge each hit twice by rockets); and one
river assault patrol craft (monitor) sunk.

Incidents which are typical of combat activity in the GIANT SLINGSHOT
area of operations are described below:

On i March Vietnamese Navy (VNN) RAID 71 units were stationed in ambush
positions four miles southeast of Tra Cu (XS 522 960) when they observed five
persons running into bunkers. The two VNN ASPB's opened fire at the Viet
Cong squad at a range of fifteen meters killing two of them and possibly
killing three more.

While in a night ambush position along the Vam Co Dong River om 6 March,
9 miles northeast of Tra Cu (XT 410 130) ATC 111-2 and HQ 5111 (VNN ASPB)
observed seven Viet Cong approaching their position at 2140. The river
assault craft (RAC) opened fire at the point-blank range of 6 feet, Artil-
lery was called in and -emplaced within four minutes as the units cleared the
area and reset the ambush approximately three-quarters of a mile downstream

(XT 410 120). At 2214 seven more Viet Cong were caught as they approached
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within 20 feet before thé RAC took them under fire. Rmiurn fire was not re-
ceived in either instance and enemy casualties were estimated to be 11 Viet
Gong killed (2 body count and § probable). Later, on 8 and 9 March, ATC's
and PBR's on routine patrcl found a total of eight Viet Cong bodies floating
in the river downstream of the 6 March ambush sites,

PBR's in night waterborne ambush positior five miles north of Tra
Cu (XT 445 050) sighted a sampan with 12 occupants sboard shortly after mid=
night on 7 March, The sampan was attempting to cross the river from east to
west, The PBR sailors waited until the sampan was within 50 feet of their
position before opening fire. The enemy's surprise was such that he was able
to get off only two short bursts from an AK-47 before he was silenced, When
the firing stopped, all 12 occupants of the sampan were dead and the sampan
was destroyed. One Navyman was slightly wounded.

Shortly after midnight on 15 March, USS HARNET‘T/COUNTI (LST 821) received
a 107-mm rocket which impacted on the portside main deck bulkhead. The round
penetrated the bulkhead and expleded in the wardroom within, Three Navymen
and one U.S. civilian were wounded by the explosion, Extensive damage to the
wardroom was caused by the blast and flooding resulting from a ruptured water
pipe. The attack occurred approximately two miles west of Ben Luc (XS 617 756).
Subsequent questioning of the local populace revealed that the rocket had been
launched from a paddy dike on the west side of the river about 30 yards inland,
off the ship‘s port beam,

Two PBR's in waterborne ambush on the Vam Co Tay on the night of 16 March

sighted eight persons who appeared to be armed moving about 25 yards inland
—
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on the north bank of the river. Receiving permission of the Tuyen Nhon
subsector, they took the men under fire. All eight are listed as probably
killed. The action took place about 5 miles northwest of Tuyen Khon

(XS 233 819).

Approximately five miles northwest of Tuyen Nhon (XS 230 818), PBE's in
ambush positions on the night of 29 March observed five men with packs and
weapons walking on a dike on the north bank of the river. As the enemy
approached within 10 yards away, the PBR's opened fire killing all five. The
ambush was reset 800 yards downstream. Two men were then observed sneaking
toward the boats and were taken under fire and killed when 15 yards from the
boat. At the same time approximately 20 Viet Cong on the south bank of the
river illuminated the boats with flares. The PBi's responded by firing on
the enemy position. Seven of the enemy were listed as definite kills and an
additional nine were listed as probsble. There were no U.S. casuslties. A1l
actions took place between 2006 and 2100.

Regional Force companies 763 and 478 were embarked on VNN RAID 70 units
on 26 March and inserted six miles southeast of Tan An (XS 650 618) on the
Vam Co Tay River. While the VNNriver craft were proceeding to their blocking
stations they came under heavy recoilless rifle, rocket, and automatic wea=
pens fire. Two units sustained rocket hits and proceeded to Tan An for medical
assistance: Return fire was limited because of the friendly forces in
the area. One VNN was killed and nine were wounded; four seriously. The

RF companies, who were extracted in the late afternoon, accounted for seven
/i Rnd ol Vet Fud &
DECLASSIFIED

Enclosure (1)




DECLASSIFIED DECLASS ..

o CONFIDENTIAL

Viet Cong killed and one NVA lieutenant captured.

On 30 March the Viet Cong fired a heavy volley of B=40 and automatic
weapons fire on an ATC and monitor (flame zippe) on routine patrol on the
Vam Co Tay River, 4% miles northwest of Moc Hoa (WS 950 974). At 230k,
T-111=2 and M=111-1 each received four rocket hits. One rocket detonated
inside the monitor's 4O-mm gunmount causing a fire which spread first
through the fuel compartment and then throughout the boat. Both boats
cleared the area and the monitor beached to prevent sinking. Crewmembers
were evacuated by PBR's and T-111-2 as ammunition began cocking off.

Navy Seawolves were scrambled and placed multiple strikes in the area.

U. S. artillery fire was placed in the ambush zone and Provincial Reconnais-
sance Unit troops were inserted by PBR to sweep the area. U. S. casualties
were one sailor killed and 13 wounded (3 officers); two VNN sailors were also
wounded. The monitor continued to burn for about 10 hours although at
310235 the ATC hosed down topside areas, During the night the badly
damaged monitor drifted slightly downstream, and was listing to port. An
attempt was being made to reposition the drifting monitor when it capsized
and sank bottom-up in 25 feet of water at 310845. An EOD team was dis-
patched to salvage weapons from the monitor while PRU's established a
perimeter defense about the area. An attempt to salvage the monitor was
planned for April.

Barrier Reef Campaign

Interdiction patrol and night ambush operations continued to frustrate
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enemy efforts to use the waterways between the Vam Co Tay River and the
upper Mekong., On BARRIER REEF - EAST a division of 10 PBR's operated
from Tuyen Nhon covering the Kinh Lagrange and Kinh Ong Lon as far west
as Phuoc Xuyen (WS 858 770}, These units, under the operational control
of CTG 194.9; also made occasional probes onto Kinh Muoi Hai south

of Ap Bac (XS 152 728). A second PBR division operated from the YRBM-20
in the upper Mekong at An Long (WS 4283) to patrol BARRIER REEF-WEST, the
remainder of the Kinh Ong Lon and the Kinh Dong Tien. This portiocn of the
campaign was commanded by CTG 116.5 until the 14th when CTU 194,6,0 was
sctivated with operational control of BARRIER REEF - WEST and USS GARRETT
COUNTY (LST 786). Mine sweeping (employing MSD's which replaced ASIE's
initially used) also continued without incident.

Increased use of night ambush tactics was noted during the month.
Three contacts were generated from more than 30 listening posts or night
ambush positions set at likely enemy crossing points. Patrols also took
one group of personnel and one evading sampan under fire, in addition tec
firing 11 harassment and interdiction missions, all with unknown results.
Operations with Regional Force/Popular Force (RF/PF) units were carried
out 18 times with light contact gained on six of these missiocns. Enemy
opposition was confined to BARRIER REEF-EAST where hostile fire was
encountered five times. Two PBR's were damaged and four crewmen were
wounded and two others killed in one of these incidents. A fifth Navyman

was wounded by fragments from a secondary explosion in a bunker being
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destroyed. Eight PF troops were wounded during ground sweeps supported
by BAinIER RELF craft. Enemy losses came to one wounded (and captured},
one suspect detained (by National Police), and 29 bunkers destroyed.

PBR's on a night patrol of Kinh Ong Lon came under intense automatic
weapons ané B=40 fire, 10 miles southwest of Tuyen Nhon (XS 120 731) on
4, March. The boats immediately returned and suppressed the enemy's fire.
One of the PBRis, however, was forced to beach after sustaining three
B=40 hits. The boal was later salvaged. One Navyman was wounded in the
firefight. Enemy casualties were unknown.

Shortly after 2030 on 23 March PBit's patrolling the Kinh Mueci Hai,

9 miles south-southwest of Tuyen WNhon (XS 170 683) came under automatic
weapons and rocket fire from 10 or 12 firing positions. The units returned
the fire and cleared the area. Enemy casualties were unknown and no PEH
crewmen were injured. Damage was limited to numerous automatic weapon
bullet holes in the hull and canopy of the FBR's.

The enemy attacked PBR's in the process of entering night observation
positions; 11 miles southwest of Tuyen Nhon (XS 110 732), shortly after
2100 on 26 March. PBR 128 received a rocket hit on its radar dome resulting
in four crewmembers wounded. Enemy automatic weapons fire killed one man
and wounded another on PBR 148. Both boats then beached about 500 meters
from the ambush site and called for dustoff. Two additional PBR's arrived

on the scene and received light automatic weapons fire while covering the
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beached boats. Artillery fire was requested and the first round was on
deck one minute after the request. Two more PBR's with corpsmen aboard
proceeded to the scene to administer first aid while awaiting dustoff.
Regional Force troops from Companies 857 and 161 immediately set out for
the ambush site after hearing of the attack. Regianalforce troops from
Ap Bac were also enroute to the scene shortly after the attack. After
sweeping the area RF Companies 857 and 161 located five automatic
weapons positions on the south bank and two on the north bank of the
canal. Enemy casualties were unknown. U. S. casualties were ons
killed, one dead of wounds and four others wounded.

TRAN HUNG DAO Campaign

Operations by U. S. Navy river craft and "Swift"™ boats together with

VNN river and coastal units completed the interdiction line along the
Cambodian border between Chau Doc and Ha Tien. The Vinh Te Canal portion
of this campaign, patrolled by one PBR division and VNN junks, LCVP's; and
monitors, encountered six enemy initiated firefights and no mines during
March, Low water limited operations at times and the VNN units tended to
remain near friendly outposts; however, the use of coastal group reaction
troops continued to show improvement. Several days of special blocking
patrols on the Tri Ron Canal and general support of ground forces probing

enemy positions on Nui Coto (VS 9947) were also carried out by the Chau
Doc based units of TG 116.5. Both U. S. Navy and VNN "Swift" boats

continued daily patrols and support of SEAL operations on the Rach Giang
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Than. A new development in this segment of the interdicticn barrier was
the planting of mines along enemy infiltration routes and in likely enemy
ambush positions on the river bank. Hostile fire was encountered twice
in this operating arsa. The most serious incident cost U. S. Navy forces
the loss of a helicopter and two crewmen. Other friendly losses in the
TRAN HUNG DAQ campaign totaled 10 wounded (4 USN; 2 USA, and 4 VNN) and
aix VNN craft damaged. ZEnemy casualties were placed at 67 killed, nine
wounded and three captured.

On the evening of 7 March a Vietnamese junk patrol escorted 20
Vietnamese Navy landing troops in a sweep operation along the south bank
of the Vinh Te Canal, southwest of Chau Doc (WS 023 780). The junks came
under hostile fire from two hootches. Enemy fire was returned and sup-
pressed resulting in two Viet Cong killed. Another five Viet Cong were
probably killed as they attempted to evade in a sampan which the VNN
sank with hand grenades. A secornd sampan was captured and it contained
some personal gear, some small arms ammunition, and two Us S. cantesns,

On the morning of 12 March, SEALs were inserted by truck at a point
about 12 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 432 505). They patrelled to
2 nearby waterhole and tock up their positioms. AL noonm, five Vietr Cong
with three weapons were observed approaching. A LHFT was called to
provide cover and at 1215 the SEALs fired on the Viet Cong killing all
of them. The LHFT then covered the extraction of the SEALs. In addition

to five men killed, the enemy lost one AK-47, one SKS and 200 rounds of
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ammunition captured. There were no U.S. casualties.

Late on the afterncon of 23 March, Seawolves 304 and 305 flew from Ha
Tien to conduct a visual reconnaissance of Nui Sa Ke (VS 435 519) for a
proposed SEAL operation., While conducting the reconnaissance they received
automatic weapons fire from Nui Da Dung (VS 432 524). They placed their
first strike on the enemy position at 1612. Two minutes later they were
starting their second strike, with Seawolf 305 flying the lead. After 305
placed his strike and started to pull out, he reported the leeg 6f an engine.
The damaged aircraft then crashed in a clearing 2 miles north of Ha Tien
(VS 430 520) and started to burn. Seawolf 304 immediately touched down
next to the wreckage and sent one man to assist in removing the wounded
from thedowned helo, At this time both aircraft were under heavy automatic
weapons fire. The remaining Seawolf lifted off and continued his attack
on the enemy while calling for assistance. An Army UH=1D responded but
while making his approach on the site, the aircraft was hit and started
to leak fuel, forcing him to return to Ha Tien. A USA adviser with 10
RF troops from a nearby cutpost arrived at the wreckage at 1630. Fifteen
minutes later another UH=1D arrived on the scene. This slick was also hit
during the first approach and the pilot wounded, however, a second rum
reached the wreckage of Seawolf 305 safely. The three wounded from the
downed aircraft and the man from Seawolf 304 were safely extracted. The
two remaining members of the 305 crew were dead and pinned in the wreckage.

After multiple fixed wing and helo strikes on the enemy positiocns; the
r.'::c:\ Wi
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enemy fire was suppressed tc allow an insertion of SEALs to ramove

the two bodies and destroy the aircraft. By 2000, the SEALs and Viet-
namese removed the bodies from the aircraft. The SEALs and bodies cof
the dead were safely flown out by UH=1D at 2030. During the entire
operation all units continued to receive enemy fire from Nui Dai Dung.
Charges left by the SEALs to destroy the aircraft failed to detonate
but it was successfully destroyed the following day when special forces
personnel fired recoilless rifle rounds directly into the wreckage,
Enemy casualties were given as two probably killed.

SEARCH TURN Campaign

River patrcl craft of TU 116.1.3 continued routine interdiction patrols
and suppert of pacification efforts in the area northeast of Rach Gia. In
addition, by month's end PBR's had begun patrols of the coastal area on
the Rach Gia Bay where waters were toc shallow for "Swift" boats of the
Coastal Surveillance Force. The PBR's alsc joined with Vietnamese river
eraft in support of ARVN operaticns along the Cai Be River southeast of
Rach Gia. Enemy contact was light in sweep operations which resulted in
six Viet Cong killed, 15 priscners, and six individual weapons plus
15,000 rounds of small arms ammunition captured. Patrol units met
hostile fire on six occasions. Most of this action came on operations
away from the regular patrol areas on the Rach Gia-Long Xuyen and Rach
Soi canals. The losses to hostile fire were one PER destroyed, one

damaged, one Navymen and 11 Vietnamese wounded.
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PBR's of TU 116.1.4 came under heavy automatic weapons and rocket

fire approximstely 12 miles north of Rach Gia (WS 080 257) on the night
of 5 March. The boats immediately returned the fire and cleared the
arez. Seawolvesrwere scrambled Lo assist the engaged units. One of

the boats was beached after it received a B-40 rocket hit which caused
a fire on board. The Seawolves placed strikes on the enemy positions
which resulted in a large secondary explosion. Enemy material casual-
ties were 10 structures destroyed and nine damaged; twp sampans were
also destroyed and five were damaged. Enemy personnel casualties were
unknown. There were no U. S. casualties. Subsequent attempts to salvage
the damaged PBR were unsuccessful. After removing all useable parts;
the remainder of the boat was destroyed.

Cn the morming of 15 March, a PBR patrol became involved in an enemy
initiated firefight 12 miles south-southeast of Rach Gia (WR 185 885).
The boats came under automatic weapons and rocket propelled grenade
(RPG) fire from the south bank of Song Cai Be. After returning the
fire, the units cleared the area and called for a Seawclf strike on
the enemy position. The LHFT strike destroyed two structures and
damaged six others. Enemy personnel casualties were unknown. One
Navymsn was wounded in the initial encounter.

MARKET TIME Raider Campaign

River incursions by Third and Fourth Coastal Zone "Swift"™ boats

continued to strike at enemy base areas along rivers and canals of Iv
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Corps open to the Gulf of Thailand and South China Sea. Overall, enemy
opposition was generally light as hostile fire was encountered on only
13 of more than 50 operations carried out. Several of these raids in
southern Ca Mau Peninsula were made with Mobile Strike Force (MSF) troops
embarked. The areas along the Bay_ﬁap River and adjoining canals were
frequently swept by RF troops from Cai Nuoc with PCF support. Special
operatiohs were carried out by a SEAL team based at Cai Nuoc in the first
step toward establishing a permanent U. S. Navy presence in this region.

Viet Cong base areas and water craft vital to enemy mobility in
these areas were again hit severely by the PCF guns and supperting air-
craft. Nearly 700 junks and sampans were destroyed or heavily damaged
and more than 1600 structures/bunkers met a like fate. WAlong with in=
frequent contact with enemy troops the Viet Cong personnel casualties
were down in March to 21 killed and eight wounded. Friendly casualties
came to 19 wounded and seven craft damaged.

On the afternoon of & March PCFis 8, 9 and 38 with MSF embarked
entered the Cua Lon River 90 miles south of Rach Gia (VQ 80 63). The
craft moved up river to the mouths of the Nhung Mien and Bien Nhan
rivers (VQ 93 61) where the troops were landed to investigate reporis
of enemy mines along the banks of these rivers. All units probed 1000
yards south along the rivers with no contact or sign of mines. ®Swift®
boat gunfire destroyed four structures and one bunker before the troops

were re-embarked. While enroute up river to the Cai Nhap (WQ 088 710)
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the craft were taken under heavy enemy fire from both banks between
WQ 020 680 to WQ 030 680, All craft received hits, however, PCF 38
was the most seriously damaged as it lost one engine and took water
into the engine compartment. After clearing the area the craft stopped
at WQ 042 693 and set up a defensive perimeter to wait for a medevac
helicopter to pick up two USN and one MSF who were seriously wounded.
Five other crewmen received minor wounds. After PCF 38 made temporary
repairs the craft got underway and cleared the river late that night.
The Cua Lon River was the scene of another raid that encountered
hostile fire on the 12th. PCF's 94 and 23 took MSF troops up river
to WQ 110 728 where they were landed without incident and began moving
to the west. At the same time PCF's 51 and 43 stood by to provide
cover. As the sweep progressed PCF 51 probed north of the Cai Nhap
Canal and PCF's 94 and 23 probed up the Cai Ngai River te WQ 155 750.
Following these probes light small arms firc was received from
WQ 085 705 and was immediately suppressed. The three Swifts then headed
up the Cai Nhap Canal to WQ 082 750 where two of three watermines
detonated, one throwing up a 50-foot column of mud and water. Heavy
enemy fire was taken from both canal banks and could not be suppressed.
The PCFis cleared %o the south and picked up the MSF unit at WQ 086 732,
The enemy positions were taken under mortar fire and artillery amd
air support was called in. A group of 20 additional MSF was brought to

the mouth of the Cua Lon from the USS WASHTENAW COUNTY (LST-1164} by
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LCVP. They were taken by PCF's 94 and 43 to WQ 086 730 where a sweep
lasting about one hour sighted nine Viet Cong and detained one female
suspect. Other results included five structures; 1l sampans; and a
large juﬁk destroyed, Three PCF's received minor damage and one crewman
was slightly wounded.

On the 13th PCF's 25, 54 and 59 entered the My Thanh River at
XR 310 407. After proceeding up river to XR 110 428 the craft headed
back to the South China Sea taking targets of opportunity under fire.
Results of this highly successful incursion totaled 80 structures, 58
Sampans, and 22 bunkers destroyed. Four suspects were detained and

five Viet Cong were killed.
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE SUMRARY
March 1969

Coastal activity showed a seasonal increase as the number of junks
and sampans detected by MARKET TIME surveillance units rose to 43,754 in
March, more than 18,000 greater than in February. Surveillance results
of GAME WARDEN PCF patrols are included in the River Fatrol Force summary
this month for the first time (i.e. 6,798 detections, 1,744 inspections,
and 3,931 boardings by TF 115 river patirols are not reported in this sec=
tion) . By condueting 20,302 inspections and 9,264 boardings, surveillancs
patrols checked over 63 percent of the craft detected to maintain an effec-
tive barrier against the infiliration of arms and ammunition by sea. 4
total of 88l persons, including 14 Viet Cong suspects were detained as a
result of the boardings and sitringent enforcement of restricied zones,
Detections of steel hulled vesséls fell somewhat to 89%. Of these; 696
were inspected and 86 boarded with no suspicious activity disclosed.

As in prior months since "Swift" boals assumed responsibility for
river patrols, routine operations were carried out on the lower Co Chisn
and Ham Luong rivers under the operational contrel of CTG 115,3; on the
Soi Rap under the operational control of CTG 116.9; and cn the Vam Co River
under the operational control of CIG 194.9. In addition, daily patrols,
night ambushes, and frequent support of special operations were zarried oub
on the Rach Giang Thanh as part of the TRAN HUNG DAO campaign of Operation
SEA LOEDS (formerly FOUL DECK), Similar river operations were conduched
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almost as frequently on the Bay Hap and Cua Lon rivers as a part of Opera-
tion SEA LORDS supporting special operations (U-HAUL) and RF/PF or lMobile
Strike Force (MSF) sweeps in the southern Ca Mau Peninsula. Results of
these gctivities as well as the many SEA LORDS river raids are discussed
in the sections of this report covering the various SEA LORDS campaigns,
A new area of river operations by "Swift" boats became well established
during March, Patrols and operations with the Vietnamese Navy (VNN) Coastal
Group 14 (CG 14) on the Cua Dai River became part of the First Coastal
Zone normal patrol operations.
Patrol craft on normal MARKET TIME missions continued to bring pres—
sure on enemy positions and commo/liaisén routes along the coast with 575
naval gunfire support missions execubed:nin responsécte tacticsl intelligence or
requests from forces ashore. Included in th’s total are nine cases of
evading craft taken under fire and the suppression of hostile fire in 26
incidents. Enemy casualties and material losses totaled 37 killed (18 body
count plus 19 estimated), 26 wounded, 170 junks/Sampans destroyed and 21
damaged, and 209 structures/bunkers destroyed and 171 damaged. Hostile
fire resulted in two men killed, three wounded, and one small boat damaged,
Also during March several SEAL operations were carried out under
CIF 115 operational control, The results of these probes into Viet Cong
bases included 17 killed (body count) plus four probably killed and one
Viet Cong captured, Three SEALS were wounded by hostile fire. Supporting

attacks by helicopters accounted for eight structures/bunkers destroyed
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A report from FCF 55 revealed the extent to which "Swift" boat em=
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and seven damagede

ployment on rivers has increased in the past six months, A commznd detonsted
mine exploded 10 to 15 feet off the starboard side as it received hezvy sﬁall
arms and automatic weapons fire from the north bank of the Cau Dai River.

In the paragraph of the report covering the employment of the unit at the
time of the incident, the "Swift" boat indicted, "NORMAL 11/T :IV PATROL,"
Normal river patrols on the Cua Dei during March were often far from routine
as hostile fire; including two mine detonations; was encountered 12 times.

In addition to hostile fire suppression, evading craft were engaged twice,
another 19 naval gunfire support missions were fired and a half-dozen ground
probes were supported by Cua Dai river patrols., Enemy losses came to 18
killed (7 body count plus 12 estimated), 2 wounded, 3 craft and 13 struc—
tures/bunkers damaged. Friendly casuzlties came to seven USN and four VNN
wounded and two "Swift" boats received significant damage.

On the evening of the 3rd the enemy launched a rocket attack apparentls
aimed at the pier ares and power ships at Cam Ranh Bay. A skimmer from
STABLE DOOR Unit ONE was on patrol near the Vinnel power ships moored on
the eastern side of the bay (CP 043 140) when four incoming rounds hit in
the vicinity. Shrapnel hit one of the two crewmen in the head killing him
and also caused moderate demage to the boat. Navy units at Cam Ranh Bay

remained at general quarters for over two hours as sporadic rocket fire
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continued until about 0100 on the 4th., Suspscted launching sites were

taken under fire by PCF 73 and picket boat 51 with unknown results.

While conducting board and search operations just north of Dung Is=
land in the mouth of the Bassac River (XR 410 604) on & March, USCGC POINT
GREY was approached by two sampans that had come out of a nearby cansl on
the island (XR 405 597). One of the sampans contained a man, a woman, and
a young girl who had been wounded by harassment and interdiction fire from
the cutter several hours earlier. Sector authorities had received an intel-
ligence report of a Viet Cong platoon near the mouth of the sanal and re-
quested the mission fired by POINT GREY, Only the man was seriously wounded
and all three were taken by a medevac helicopter to the 29th Evacuation
Hospital, Can Tho, The man was cooperative when questioned, but could not
offer any knowledge of Viet Cong activity near his home. He was unaware
of the Government of South Vietnam or why a war wes being fought, A medzap
and psyops broadcasts were planned for the man's village, An Thanh (XR 242 70% ),

A SEAL operation was carried out early on the 1lith in an effort to
capture four Viet Cong political infrastructure members and a four men sap-
per team reported to be on Ham Tam Island 5 miles southeast of Fha Trang
(CP 09 47). After inserting by skimmer at about 0400 on the southwest shore
of the island (CP 089 465), the seven SEALs, one LDNN (Vietnamese SEAL),
one interpreter; and two Hoi Chan split into two groups to approach ths
enemy camp (CP 094 466). The enemy became alerted just before the ﬁ

one group of SEALs Teached position for entry into the camp from the
porthy “As-dhe: othensgroup. welted; 5o the south for the signal to
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move in, four men ran south from the camp and were teken under fire. At
the same time the SEALS still approaching from the north came under fire.
Three SEALS, including the team leader; were immediately wounded, however,
the enemy fire was quickly suppressed., The team leader, although seriously
wounded, retained control and was able to call on the second group to hit
the enemy with a deadly crossfire, After killing seven of the enemy and
“aollecting three bags of documents the team was extracted by skimmer, The
team leader had earlier safely brought his men to a position where he and
other wounded were evacuated by helicopter.

Structures and suspected enemy activity three miles north of the Ganh
Hao tiver mouth (WR 492 001) were taken under fire by USCGC WACHUSET?Y (WHEGZZ)
on 18 March, With the aid of the Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer (NILO}y
Bac Lieu spotting from an Army O-1 aircraft the cutter fired 120 rounds of
5-inch projectiles into the target area. A total of 36 structures were des-
troyed and 4 others heavily damaged by the gunfire. Although nc persennel
casualties were observed, numerous persons had been seen entering the s*rus=
tures prior to the start of the mission,

At about 1730 on the 19th PCF 10l was proceeding down the Cua Dail
River from Hol An in company with PCF 58 when hit in the engine compartment
by a 75-mm recoilless rifle round, A fire broke out in the engine compart=
ment and the craft ran aground at BT 192 547, As PCF 58 closed to assist,
also receiving automatic weapons fire, the damaged craft broke free of the

bottom just as a second 75-mm round hit at the waterline below the starboard
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pilot house door. This hit caused a fire which eventually detonated the
ammunition stored in the main cabing PCF 58 came upon 11 survivors
(one USN and four VNN were wounded) in the water 500 yards up river from
PCF 101 which was now aground and ablaze at BT 195 555. Artillery and air
strikes were called into the enemy positions by PGR’ 58 before heading for
CG 14 with the survivors. Two more "Swift" boats were sent into the river to
assist when it was discovered that three men were still missing, Three
other PCF' s also joined in the search and efforts to salvage PCF 101 be-
fore the craft was freed and taken to the CG 14 base at about 0300 on the
20the At 0730 the three missing men,all with minor wounds; were taken off
a sampan while on theif way to CG 14 after having spent the night on Thuan
Tinh Island (BT 180 555),

Also on a Cua Dai River patrol PCF 24 was firing at evading swimmers
when hit by a 75-mm round at about 1830 on the 21st, A second hit was re-=
ceived 30 seconds later as the PCF was speeding up to clear the area. The
hostile fire was returned by PCF 24 and PCF 99 which had been patrolling
with the damaged boat. The PCF ran aground on a sandbar at BT 178 550
where the fires were puil out and damage evaluated. The "Swift" boat was
pulled free by PCF 99 and towed to CG 14 just over an hour later, Both ..
craft received and returned sporadic small arms fire during the salvage
effort: Artillery and air strikes were placed on the enemy positions.
There were no personnel casualties and the three swimmers were all hit by

«50 caliber fire and killed.
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Cn the 22nd the small boat from USCGC POINT ORIENT was checking fishing
craft close inshore 56 miles north of Gui Nhon (BS 93 12). While proceeding
to board the three sampans caught in a restricted zone heavy automatic weapons
fire was received from three positions to the north and west. A crewman was
struck and killed instantly by the first burst of fire, In the incident three
of the ive sampans hailed by the small boat stopped their engines instead
of evading up the river with the other two, Because restricted area violators
had frequently been evading,the incident appeared to be a deliberate ambush
with the sampans luring the small boat close to the shore line,

On the morning of 27 March USCGC POINT DUME was notified by a unit of
the 173rd Airborne that a Viet Cong unit was located in a village 40 miles
north of Qui Nhon (BR 98 90) and requested the cutter to carry out a blocking
patrol while they swept the area, A naval gunfire mission was also fired on
the enemy escape route at the request of the Army force killing four of the
enemy. In addition, a landing party was sent ashore to destroy 41 sampans
which the Army said the enemy had been using to transport Viet Cong supplies.
The sweep was very successful as the ground forces killed 42, captured 8, de-
tained 109 other persons, and captured three individual wearons.

On the evening of the 27th Combined Action Company 1-3 called on PCF 39
for urgent navel gunfire to help repel% an enemy ground probe and mertar
attacks Firing illumination and destructive fire from her 8l-mm mortar the
"Swif't" boat delivered the needed support for the outpost 11 miles southeast
of Chu lai (BS 68 97). A morning sweep of the enemy positions revealed seven

bodies (three credited to PCF 39), three heavy blood trails, and two AK=47's.
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMMARY
March 1969

GAME WARDEN forces extended their areas of operations again this month,
as patrol assets were committed to the waterborne patrol and joint opera-
tions in support of the Nui Coto mountain campaign, 16 miles north-northwest
of Rach Gia on the Tri Ton Canal; PBR's alsoc assumed some patrol responsi-
bilities in the Rach Gia Bay area to prevent enemy infiltrators from
utilizing the relatively shallow waters close into the shore. Tha
normal resource control and interdiction functions in the rivers and canals
of the Delta and RSSZ. and major participation in the various interdiction
campaigns of Operation SEA LORDS continueds

The PBR's logged almost 2,8CuU two-boat patrols and accounted for over
213,000 detections, the highest number to date. They also conducted 42,500
inspections and 65,321 boardings; both of these figures are substantially
higher than the preceding month's. In addition to the efforts expended in
obtaining the foregoing results the versatile PBR's accomplished numerous
transportation, security, gunfire support and humanitarian missions. During
this reporting period, the much called upon and quick reaction UH-1B's of
HAL-3 spent 257 hours on preplanned strikes, 85 hours on reaction strikes,
235 hours prosecuting targets of opportunity and 167 hours of support type
strikes for a total of 734 hours of combat.

PBR and UH-1B Game Warden Operations

While on surveillance patrol on the afternoon of 1 March, Seawolves
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30 and 33 were given a target of opportuni?y about 6% miles north of

Sa Dec (WS 872 L42). A battalion of Viet Cong in a treeline were attacked

by the helos resulting in an estimated 50 Viet Cong killed and two sampans
dest.royedc The report of the Viet Cong deaths came from a Vietnamese civilian
who reported seeing the Viet Cong bury the;r dead. There were no U. S:
casualties.

PBR's with overhead light helicopter fire team (LHFT) cover made a canal
recormaissance about & miles south of Can Tho (4R 891 963) on the afternoon
of 5 March. The PBR's took an evading samﬁan and Viet Cong lookout under
fire and the Seawolves fired on a large concentration of sampans and
structures in the area. There were no U. S. casualties, Enemy losses to
the PBR's included one sampan destroyed and five Viet Cong probably killed;
the Seawolves destroyed three structures and 18 sampans, and damaged 17
structures and 16 sampans.

PBR's enroute to a troop insertion point came under intense PG and
automatic weapons fire, 7% miles south-southeast of Can Tho (WR 912 980)
on the morning of 8 March. The PBR's returned the fire as they cleared the
area. The lead boat received three RPG hits, began taking on water, and
had to be beached. The crew of the beached boat transferred to the cover
boat and Seawolves which had been previously scrambled provided air cover
for the damaged craft. The boat was successfully salvaged approximetely
three hours later. One Navyman was wounded in the encounter. Lnemy

casualties were unknown.
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Reacting to a request for assistance shortly after noon on 8 Harch,
six PBH's and two Seawolves were dispatched to assist friendly troops in
contact with the enemy, 3% miles north of Chau Doc (WS 109 995). Upon

s the agans Lhe units came urdder zmell amms, automatic weauons

and peccoilless rifle fire. After making two firing runs through the

™

contaet area, the PHi's cleared the area and the Seawsives placed sirikes

unknown. One U: U. Navy sailor died of wounds and

wounded in the encounter.

Late in the morning of 10 HMarch “B.'s of 14 ]
approximately 4 % miles northeast of 5a Dec. after warning shots were
ignored, the sampan was taken under fire. No return fire was received.
Both occupants of the sampan were killed and one AK-50, two grenades
and 400 rounds of ammunition were recovered from the samvan. There
were no U. 3. casualties.

Shortly after 1100 on 10 Harch, Seawolves of TU 116.3.9 flew a mission

in support of ARVN troops who were in contact with the enemy approximately

1

13% miles east of Vinh Long (XS 297 307). Enemy forces were estimated a

battalion size. The Geawolves placed their strikes without cpposition.

The results of their attacks were 22 Viet Cong prebably killed. =ight
T

structures destroyed and six others damaged. there were nc U. &. casualtie

FBR's in a night observation position about 5 miles nerih of Hy The

(XS 455 517}, received approximetely 200 rounds of autecmebic weapons
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on the night of 22 March. The boats returned the fire and cleared the area.

There were no personnel casualties and mateérial casualties were limited to

about nine bullet holes on _the PBR's.

fire, 10 miles

In mideafte _
west of My Tho. PBR's near the scene responded to the emergency and
suppressed the enemy fire. No hits were sustained by the PBR's but the
tug suffered three rocket hits and automatic weapons fire. The PBils
medevaced three wounded Vietnamese from the tug and assisted the tug master
in returning to Dong Tam.

Shortly after midnight on 26 March the Dong Tam area came under heavy
mortar attack. One round hit the ammunition dump causing an explosion
which resulted in numerous fires. The base was evacuated after the fires
went out of control due to exploding ammunition. Three UH-1B's were
destroyed as well as the helo pad, mess hall, communications shack and
barracks. One Navy man was killed and six others were wounded during
attempts to evacuate the helos from the scene.

PBR's from TU 116,1.1 were involved in the enemy-initiated firefight
14 miles southeast of Can Tho (YR 035 941) in mid afternoon of 26 March.
The boats came under automatic weapons fire, made two firing runs through
the area, and then withdrew. One Navyman was wounded in the encounter.

A PBR received six automatic weapons hits which caused the main power cable
to sever. Enemy casualties were one wounded, one structure destroyed and

two damaged.
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The enemy attacked two PBR's near the Dong Tam Base (4S5 432 422) shortly
after 2200 on 27 March. The PBR's received automatic weapons and reccilless
rifle fire. After returning the fire the boats cleared the area. Two
Navymen were wounded in the firefight and there was some shrapnel damage
to one of the PBR's, Enemy casualties were unknown.

*Swift" Boat Game Warden Operations

During March, as in prior months since Operation SEA LURDS began to
expand in December, "Swift" boats of the Coastal Surveillance Force
carried out routine patrols in several portions of the normal GAMI WARDLN
operating areas. On the lower Ham Iuong and Co Chien rivers_,sgpatrc'ﬂs
consisting of four sections of two PCF's operated under TG 115.3 opera-
tional control. During the month these units detected 6,798 junks and sampans.
As a result of 1,744 inspections and 3,931 boardings one junk and 13 persons
were detained, including one Viet Cong suspect. In addition to routine
patrols these "Swift" boats participsted in eight ground sweeps or reconnais-
sance probes by landing and recovering troops. They also carried out 42
naval gunfire support missions in response to tactical intelligence and
requests from local authorities. On the 17th a sampan crossing the Ham
Luong, 5 miles south of Dong Tam (XS 4333), evaded when challenged by
PCF 102 and was taken under fire at a range of 25 yards. The two occupants
were probably killed although no bodies were found in the sampan which
contained one AK-47 and 210 rounds of ammunition.

Also under TF 115.3 operational control, PCF's patrolling on the
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northern station of area 6F made several probes into the waters of the
eastern Rung Sat Special Zone. During March four naval gunfire support
missions were conducted in this area and on the afternoon of the 24th
a mine was detonated under FCF 57. The "Swift" boat was closing the
beach eight miles northeast of Vung Tau (Y5 358 551) to investigate an
abandoned sampan wh;e;;n the mine exploded. No damage was received and
the area around the sampan was taken under fire, destroying the craft.
Un the opposite side of the Rung Sat two PCF's patrolled the Soi Rap
and one PCF patrolled the lower Long Tau under TG 116.9 operational
control until the l4th when the Long Tau patrol was terminated and
the Soi Rap patrol was reduced to one PCF. The Soi Rap PCF carried
out eight naval gunfire support missions and encountered one hostile
fire incident while probing the Rach Vam Sat. DUetections on the Soi
Rap came to 1,852 with 618 of these junks or sampans inspected and 808
boarded. "3wift" boat patrols on the Vam Co River under CIG 194.9
operational control made 1,550 detections of water craft. Of these,
730 were inspected and 488 were boarded.

Naval gunfire by PCF's in normal GAME WARDZN areas accounted for
12 sampans and five structures destroy=d, 8 sampans and 14 structures
damaged, six Viet Cong killed (1 BC+5 EST), and 12 wounded.

SEAL Uperations

4 squad of SEALs with one Vietnamese LDNN were inserted by sampan,

10 miles northeast of Vinh Long (XS 220 398), on the morning of 2 March.
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The Vietnamese member of the squad was dressed as a Viet Cong and armed
with an AK-47. The LDNN questioned an old wgggi'as to the whereabouts
of the enemy. The squad then patrolled to a nearby house and spotted
two unarmed Viet Cong outside of the house. 4s the SEALs approached the
Viet Cong alerted those inside the building. The house was taken under
fire. OSeven Viet Cong ran out the front door and one went out the back
door in an attempt to escape. A4s e result of the SEALs fire seven of
the Viet Cong were killed and one was wounded. The house was then
surrounded and Viet Cong in a bunker were urged to surrender. This
failing, the SEALs threw a hand grenade into the bunker killing its
three occupants. There were no friendly casualties. In addition to
the enemy personnel casualties, three sampans were destroyed and several
personal weapons and complete B-40 rocket systems were captured.

SEALs from TU 116.6.3 were inserted by sampan 12 miles southeast of
My Tho (XS 687 397) about 1700 on 23 March. Patrolling east, they
observed four men moving along a trail. One of the SzAls stepped from
his position and hailed the men who immediately evaded. The SEALs then
took the men under fire, killing them all. There were no U. 5.
casualties.

Late in the afternoon of 25 na;é?, a group of SEALs were inserted by
sampans on Thoi Son Is;§nd (Xs 470 L23) after they had observed about 20
males running across a rice field toward a treeline. The SEALs took the

evading men under fire and received heavy automatic weapons fire once the

Enclosure ()




evaders reached their objective. At this point the SBALs requested a
Seawolf strike and then called in 8l-mm mortar fire from the LOK that
had accompanied the insertion. Aflter the airstrike, the SLils once
again came under 50 calibre machine gun fire from the center of the
island and from the treeline, The SFEALS withdrew and were
safely extracted by a light seal support craft (LSSC). There were no
U. 5. casualties and enemy casualties were estimated as eight killed
(probable) and four Viet Cong wounded.

Enemy Attacks on Merchant Vessels

During the month the enemy continued to exhibit his ability to attack
merchantmen on the Long Tau River, Saigon's wvitel lifeline to the ses.
Nine. separate attacks were recorded during the period 6-26 March. Four

of these attacks resulted in some minor damage to the ships and on two

of these occasions personnel were wounded., In all instances but one there

was a rapid response on the part of U, S. and Vietnamese forces in retum-

ing the enemy fire. The one exception was the result of poor communications

as friendly forces were  informed of the attack too long after the fact
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE SUMVARY
March 1969

Operating with 160 river assault craft (RAC) since the transfer in
February of 25 boats to the Vietnamese Navy, the Mobile Riverine Force
(MRF) again ranged the delta in watermobile assault operationg in coordi-
nation with U.S. Army and Vietnamese forces, TG 117.1 continued opers-
tions in Kien Hoa Province with the Second Brigade, U. S. NINTH Infantry
Division, Last month's resurgence of enemy initiated firefights aeainst
BAC in Kien Hoa Province carried over into March; heavy contact was gained
by ground units on several occasions, TF 117.2 and the Vietnamese marines
conducted a successful strike into enemy base ares 420 in CThucng Thien

Province, Intense combat activity resulted as the BAG and troops foerce

£

heavy contact with the enemy. An additional river assault divisics

g fg

112) was assigned to the Operation GIANT SLINGSHOT Campaign in order
implement expanding operations there,

A plan for the collocation of both MRF task groups took effect cn
4 March as the units of TG 117.2 joined with TG 117.1 at the My Tho
anchorage, The common mobile riverine base sllows for a more effTicient
utilization of assets and permits reduction of the requirements for base
defense from two divisions to one, thereby allowing the extra division
to be employedin a line capacity, Tactical flexibility is alss meintained
should a need‘arise for two task groups. TG 117,2 will remain a provie
sional designation for use in special operations on an as oscurring basis,
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The following division assignments during the month reflect realign-
ment of forces as well as operational commitment by division:
RAD 92 worked as utility division for the month primarily
in escort for Army ICM-8 supply vessels between the MRP and an Army
fire support base at the Crossroads at the intersecition of the Seong Ba
Lai and Kinh Giao Hos (XS 58 35), 7 miles southeast of My Tho. It

alsoc supported the U. S. Army 3/34th Artillery Battalion.

RAD 112 supported the 3/60th Infantry Battalion in operations
in Kien Hoa Province until 17 March when the division trunzdbad
to the GIANT SLINGSHOT area under the operational control of

CIG 194.6.

RAD 131 supported operations of the 4/,7th Infantry Rattalicn

in Kien Hoa Province.

RAD 132 conducted the minesweeping, patrol and unkeep duties of
base defense division. On 4 March, upon establishment of a ccmmon

MRB, this unit became Task Force Base Defense Division,

RAD 151 azcted as TG 117,2 base defense division until 4 March.
On 17 March it relieved RAD 112 as support division for 3/60th

Infantry Battalion.

RAD 152 operated with the Vietnamese Marine Corps in enemy base

area 480,
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As tactical needs dictated, river assault craft were not aligned with
the parent divisions
The following table indicates the distribution and employment of river

assault craft on a typical cay in March:

ACTIVITY/OPERATION
MRF CHAFT ASSIGNED
ASPB ATC MON CCB REFUELAR  TOTAIS

2nd Brigadey U.S. 9th

Infantry Division :

TG Il L 10 26 9 4 2 pa
Vietnamese Marine Corps 4 17 5 1 1 28

GIANT SLINGSHOT/Barrier

Reef 15 21 5 3 A

Tesk Group 115.4 ik i

Task Force Base Defense 7 14 i 22

Overhaul/Conversion/

Backfit 4 2 1 14
Totals: L0 88 19 9 & 160

Task Group 117.1 Operztions

Multiple riverine and airmobile assault continued in Kien Hoa Provincs
this month as river craft in combinztion with units of the 2nd Brigade U.S.
NINTH Infantry Divsion kept constant pressure on the enemy. MRF offensive
activity, including eagle float and blocking force maneuvers by naval crafi,

developed frecuent contact, resulting in the heaviest attrition against Viet

Cong to date; 928 enemy were killed during March, In addition, 182 detainees

@T néﬁzi:tag@ (5)
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were apprehended,

The Viet Cong continued to freguent ambush positions; especially along
the Ben Tre and Ba Lai rivers, Tuwenty-one enemy initiated firefighis resulted
in 23 sailors wounded as 17 boats received hits (minor damsge).

A recent innovation, utilized in MF night operations, is the search=
light (pirkeye) boat, Since enemy forces frequently move under cover of darke
ness, a method tc enhance the effectiveness of night operations was developed.
4 Z3=inch XENON tank searchlight, modified with a pink filter to provide com=
patibility with a starlight scope, was mounted on the flight deck of ATC-131=13,
The recognition range of this apparatus has been demonstrated to be up to 2000
neters, Two to four Army snipers are positioned on the flight deck as the ATC
cruises 100-200 meters offshore. A 105-mm howitzer equipped monitor may cverate
with the "pirkeye" boat ready to fire beehive rounds on enemy troops marked by
sniper tracers, During the period lute February to 21 March, 24 Viet Cong huve
been killed bv "pinkeye" snipers, Although still in the developmental stage.
this equipment shows rotential for application in interdiction operations.

At 0017 on 15 March, "pinkeye" with 3/60 Infantry Division snipers aboard in
company with M=151-1 spotted six to ten Viet Cong in a restricted srea; 2 miles
south~southeast of Dong Tam. Snipers marked the position with tracers and the
nonitor fired 105-mm beehive into the area resulting in three Viet Cong killed
by snipers and three killed (probzhle) by bechive, Just after ridnight on

21 March the "pinkeye" with two sniper tesns anes -l killed eight Viet Cong in

a restricted areaon the south bank of the My Tho. The enemy returned mortar ani




rom the position later.

atbo ud bic

The successful employment of snipers on river asssulh goaflt has led 4o an
arrengement for Navy personnel to be sniper trained.
At 1355 on 3 March, BAD 131 transiting west on Ba lai River to sxtract

2 Company of the 4/47th received rocket and automatic weapens fire Irem

-

both banks at (45 556 363), T=131=6 received minor damage From one

hit in her starboard side. COne USK was wounced (slightlv}. The fire was

n six Vieb Cong killed by RAS return fire 1730 r

o YL o

ke

suppressed resulling

PG

of 10%mm) and five Viet Congwere killed by USAF air cover.
Cn 4 March at 1515, TE 117.1.4.2 wi th.Lelta'company of Tthe LA Tth
gboard vhile enroute tc base received gutumatic weapons, recoiliess rif

he south bank of the Ben Tre Hiver, & miles scuth=scuihe

of My Tho (¥ 547 308), in ATC received a B=40 rocket hit in the well de
which resulfed in one USA killed, one USN and 23 USA were wounded. Two other
ATC's took hits with no casualties. Another sailor abeoard a2 monitor was

Fiwa

wounded as it received recoilless rifle zn

was returned and suppressed with unknown resulis.
This month another resupnly LST (LUZERNE COUNTY LST 902) care undes

enemy fire (WESTCHESTER COUNTY and TOM GREEN COUNTY were attacked in
previous months), At 1537 on 2 March, while enroute from Dong Tam to the
BNy - "

My Tho anchorage, LUZERNE COUNIY received automati

rockets, Cne 1life raft was destreyed as one B~40 hit the starbo:

frame of the IST. Fire was returned and suppressed at 154C, No personneld
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casuvalties resulted, LUZEHNE COUNTY came under attack agein at 2225 con
22 March while anchored with the Mobile Riverine RBase at Dong Tam (X5 411
16)e Six B=40 rocket rounds were fired from the south banks of the Vy
Tho and automatic weapons fire was received from the western tip of Thoi
Son Island, The IST returned fire for 10 minutes and an LHFT placed a
strike onenemy firing positions. No casualties resulted although shrapnel
was later found on LUZERNE COUNTY,

Enroute to beaching sites along the Ba lai (XS 63 32) in mid-after-
noon on the 29th,; units of RAD 151 took 3 sampans and 10 Viet Cong under

fire, Th¢ sampans were sunk and enemy casualties were unknown as the Viet

Cong broke and ran into the jungle,

Task Group 117.2 Overzticns

On 1 March, the flag of CTIF 117 shifted to USS COLLETCN (APR 36) as
USS BENSWAH (APB 35) departed for restricted availability at Sasebe, Japan,

The combined TG 117/9th ARVN Infantry Divsion operstion in the Mang
Thit and My Loc areas of Vinh Long Province, begun 23 February, continued
in March. The first phase of this operztion, designed to eventually neve
tralize enemy base area 478 and to provide free access alen; z the vital Mang
Thit River = Nicola Canal watery, concluded on 6 March, An unusuzl incident
occurred on the night of 28 February, while assault craft were established in re=
main over night (RCN) positions at the Mang Thit bridge (XS 186 170 = & miles
northeast of Tam Binh), With an ARVN reconnaisance company providing perireter
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defense . at 2200 an enemy sniper breached the defense and sprayed the
Dlipght of L10=152=3 with AK~47 fire from about 10 feet resulting in one
sailor being killed and two others wounded. The sniper was not located

nor was fire returned because of many families in the area. Following an
abbreviated stand down, FAC and three ARVN reconnaissance companies re-=
suned operations on 4 March, landing at beach site 7% miles north of Tan
Binh (X5 131 148), While the assault craft occupied blocking staticons the
troops swept northeast with negative results. Similar operations continued
through 6 March with no contact and no ENIF¥’s, In contrast to the stiff
eneny resistance encountered in this area during the last week in February,
the Viet Cong have apparently chosen to avoid contact. Total significsnt
results of the operation in March included 16 bunkers destroyed by TG 117.2
UDT personnel, 90 junks and sampans checked and 8 cdetainees takern.

Similar strike and blocking sperstions were conducted in the Ving Iien
District in Vinh Binh Province on 7 liarch, Inroute on the Rach Vung Lien,
RAC searched sampan and collected 43 detainees who were interrcgated by
the TG 117.2 Intelligence officer (Vung liem District authorities later
reported that of the 43 detainees, 7 were confirmed Viet Cong, 29 were draft
dodgers and 7 were innocent civilians). Troop lift, sweep, and water vlosking
operztions continued until 10 March, Ground units reported light contact.
The operation netted 15 Viet Cong KIA; 1 prisoner of war; 3 machine guns,

1 BE«40 rocket launcher; and 1 AK=47 captured; 67 bunkers, 6 hootches and
400 pounds of rice destroyed, and 78 sampans searched,
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The assault craft of TG 117.2 conducteé boat maintenance and prepared
for future operations during the period 11-16 March,

After an interval of almost a month, the TG 117.2/VMMC riverine assault
team combined forces again for operations in enemy base area 480 in the Twin:
Rivers area of Choung Thien Province, The USS HAMPSHIRE COUNTY (LST-819) was
staticned at Binh Thuy to act as a forward command pest and resupply
vessel for the operation. Tweniy-nine river assault craft of RIVECN 15 de-
parted the Mobile Riverine Base on the 17th. The units were underwey again
at 182330H from Csn Tho to embark units of the 4th and 6th Battalion Viet-
namese Marine Corps already in the operaticn area, Inemy forces consisting
of the Viet Cong 303 Mein Force Battalion, a heavy weapons company, the U Minh
10th Company and lecal guerrillas werc reported to be in the area. Operaticns
were planned to search out and destroy the Viet Cong. Activity began a= thz
RAC embarked units of the Ath and 6th battalions on the 19th and landed them
on beaches aleng the Somg.Cai Tu in an area 6} miles southwest of lha
Than! (XS 405615)s No enemy contact was established the First day. Inroute
the next day to landing beaches on the Rach Nuoc Trong, at 0505, Z-131-1 was
rolled 30 degree to port as the result of the explosion of an enemy command
detonated mine; although no personnel casualties nor undervater hull damages
were received, the zippo incurred a misaligned starboard engine and loss of
electrical power, At 0655 the assault craft rsceived the first cnemy initi-
ated firefight, Intense and continous fighting then commenced and lasted

through the morning. During that time RAC came under attack from B-40




DECLASSIFIED

rockets on nine occasions, Vietnamese ground units established and main-
tained heavy and continuous contact all mofning on the 20th and the 2lst,
RAC provided almost continuous fire while under constant small arms and
automatic weapons fire in support of the Marines. Although fighting was
not nearly so intense on succeeding days, the assault craft came under
ENIFF's six more times until the operation ended on the 30th. On the 25th;
at 1900; curing a transit of the Rach Nuoc'Trang, a large mine explosion
occurred between two boats but caused no damage. Twenty Viet Cong sighted
on the banks were taken under fire withumknown results. Translation of a
Hoi Chanh's documents captured during the third day of fighting provided
the information thzt the opposing enemy fofce was the Viet Cong 309 Main
Force Battalion which had been sent from the Can Tho area to destroy U.S.
river assault craft. At the conclusion of the operation, results indicated
that the enemy had been cealt a severe blov deep in territory which he once
considered a sanétuary.. Ninety-Seven Viet Cong were killed (body count)
and 14 additional were probably killed; 13 Viet Cong were captured and 2/
detainees were taken, two of whom were women, The following is = partial’
list of vital enemy material captured - one 82-mm mortar and 10 rounds, one
61-mm mortar, one B-40 launcher and 10 rounds, 19 AK~47 rifles and 2000
rounds, 8 other rifles and 1000 small arms rounds, one automatic weapon,
and 5 mines, Vietnamese Marines reported 15 persomnel killed and 34 wounded.

Fifty-nine USN sailors were wounded (mostly minor) in the campaign,
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VSN STATISTICAL stpany (1)
March 1969

(2)

MARKET TIVE GAME WARDEN Fobile Riverine Toree

Detections Lk, 650 220,66l )
Inspections 20,998 Lk, 360 168
Boardings ¢,26l 69,252 (3)
Craft Detained
Persons Detained e&1 1,025 255
Viet Conz Suspects 1L
Hostile Fire Incidents 38 (B%O (%%
Enemy Casualties:
a, Killed - 12(BC)35(EST) Lo (Re)5(raT) 1017(BC) 8(zsT)
b, Wounded : 28  19+33(EsT) '
¢, Captured 1 & 18
USN Casualties: e
a, Killed 2 2 (1 Dow)  ..23"USN/5 USA
b. Wounded 13 25 78 USN/1L6 USsA
¢, Captured (3) (3) (3)
d, Missing (3) (3) (3)
Enemy Material Losses:
a2, Destrocyed: &y %)
(1) Junks or Sompons 17 13 73
(2) Strvctures 290) 12 130
b, Cartured:
(1) Junks or Sempans (3) 3 (3)
(2) Weapons (3) 28 53
(3) Armunition (rounds% 510 %, 500
(L) Rice (3) (3) (3)
¢, Damaped:
(1) Junks or Sampans 21 73 (3)
(2) Structures 188 199 (3)

USN Material Losses:
a, Destroyed:

(1) Surface Craft (3) (3) (3)

(2) Helicopters (3) 3 (3)
b, Damaged:

(1) Surface Craft 3 X 29

(2) Helicopters (3) 7 (3)

SAR Missions

Remarkss (1) Statistics include only "Standard" Task Force opera-
tions. Operation SEA LORDS statistics not included,
see SEA LORDS Statistical Summary,

(2) PCF operations in GAME WATDEN area included in GANE
WARDEN data.

(3) Information not availablecwr not ?fp{Pllgablei
GROVP L DECERIsmrelie )
Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years Foe e s CONET==TTAL
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP
March 1969

Vietnamese Naevy

Included in the objectives of the Accelerated Turnover Frogram (AGTOV)
is the transfer of 210 USN PBR's to the Vietnamese Navy (VNN) by June 1970.
The initial turnover of 40 PBR's is scheduled to teke place on 1 Cctober 1969,
In preparation for the arrival of the FBils the VNI are being integrated in-
to USL crews and staffs for on-the=job training, This will be followed by
relief of USN personnel when the VEN crews are considered gualified. Irior
to reporting to the PBR bases the VN sailors will have conpleted five weeks
of weapons training at ARVN facilities and twelve weeks of PEL orientation
at the U.S. Navy Orientation School in Saigon, Near the end of larch the
first group of VN sailors, numbering approximately 183, began arriving at
fourteen different PBR bases in the Delta,

Enemy activity within the tactical areas of the Fleet Command, Coastal,
and Riverine Forces remained at a relatively low level throughout the month
of March. The Fleet Command maintained fourteen units on MAFKET TIME pat=
rols during the month. In comparison to February Fleet Commend statistics,
there was a 122% and a 134% increase, respectively, in the number of junks
and persons searched, The number of junks and persons detained dropped to
zero, PGM 600 was patrolling her MARKET TIME station on the early morning
of 14 March when she received an urgent reguest for gunfire support. The

GROUP 4 Enclosure (7)
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EF base at Cua Can (US 815 375) on Phu Quoc Island was under attack frem
the northwest by an estimated two squads of Viet Cong, Approximately
thirty minutes after the initial attack the RF company was being probed
by another estimated two sguads of Viet Cong for the south, Both atiacks
were broken when the PGM fired on the Viet Cong positionse A total of
1180 rounds of AO-mm, 20-mm, and .50 caliber were expended by the ship
during the fight, At first light the RF forces searched the area but
found only fresh trails and a small camp. A similar incident occured on
20 March and PGM 600 was again called upon to provide gunfire support,

LSIL's and PGM's conducted daily patrols on the Long Tao; Co Chien,
and My Tho rivers. Most of the 74 gunfire support missions recorded by
the Fleet Command during March were fired by the LSIL's as harrassment and
interdiction missions in the Rung Sat Special Zone, An average of 15 VNN
PBR's of River Patrol Group 51 (RPG=51) carried out three day znd five
night patrols on the long Tao and Soirap rivers, While dragging the long
Tau and Dong Nei rivers, VNN minesweepers and LCHM!s recovered electirical
wire used in water mines on four separate occassions,.

VNN Coastal Groups in all four coastal zones searched a total of
67,079 junks and 198,340 persons, and detained 80 junks and 646 persons.
This represented a 25%, 27%, 10%, and 22% increase, respectively, in rele=
tion to February statistics. Junks in the First and Second coastal zones
accounted for 96% of the junks detained and 94% of the people detained,

In the First Coastal Zone the newly initiated incursions on the Cua
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Dai River (BT 210 575) by IF 115 PCF's and Coastal Group 14 units (CG 14)
met with enemy resistance. On 1 March a CG 14 junk was the apparent tar-
get of a command detonated mine (BT 191 579)., This was the first mining
attempt reported in the Cua Dai ares in many months, Early on the evening
of 9 March CG 14 personnel spotted seven Viet Cong on the south bank of the
Cua Dai kiver (BT 203 559), possibly in the process of laying water mines.
U.5. Advisors and base personnel fired 8il=mm, .50 caliber; and M=60 at the
Viet Cong. 4An investigation of the area revealed that six Viet Cong had
been killed. On 12 March the CG 36 ambush team was inserted on Iung Island
at the mouth of the Bassac River (XR 252 724) and made enemy contact in the
first half hour. Two Viet Cong were reported killed during the sweep.
Operation TRAN HUNG DAO, which was expanded in February to include
VNN PCF's and qurt&‘coastal Zone junks, has yielded satisfactory results.
Infiltration from Cambodia has been retarded because of the high risk fac-
tor of interception by friendly forces. The government. prescnce has in-
creased along the Vinh Te Canal and the Viet Cong extortion cractices have
declined. Two U.S. PCF's of TG 115.4 and two VNI PCFig conducted daily
patrols of the Rach Giang Thenh, covering the area from Ha Tien twelve
niles up stream. ( from VS 438 467 to VS 56? 639). Thiriy men at a time
from the ninety man VNN Coastal Group Reactioﬁ Team participating in Tran
Hung Dao are to be relieved from the operztion to receive two weeks of
training in ambush and sweep tactics. Iiuipment problems that were orig-
inally found in the reaction team are under control and additional items
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that are needed are being procured by the U.S5, advisors, VNI junks carried
out daily patrols on the Vinh Te Canal with the number of junks that were
utilized varying from seven to sixteen. The water level in the canal
conlinued to present problems to'the junks; patrols wére restricted to
areas where the water was sufficiently deep

riverine Assault Groups (iiG's) participated in amphibious assault and
river patrols, acted as blocking forces, and provided escort services in
the Third and Fourth riverine areas. Sixteen river assault craft from RAG!s
21y 23; 29, and 31 embarked ARVN forces at My Tho on 15 March and inserted
them 13 miles west of My Tho (from X5 310 400 to XS 200 400), late in the
afternoon the troops were extracted and returned to My Tho. Results of the
ARVN sweep were 17 Viet Cong killed, 23 Viet Cong and 3 Viet Cong suspects
captured; and an assortment of arms, ammunition; and supplies confiscated.

The two River Assault and Interdiction Divisions (FAID 70 and RAID 71)
that were turned over to the Vietnamese Navy on 1 February encountered mede-
rate enemy activity while participating in coordinated GIANT SLINGSEOT opera=
tions on the Vam Co Dong and Vam Co Tay rivers. There were no less than four—
teen friendly initiated firefights and an equal number of enemy initiated
firefights that ifivolved: RAID units as enemy personnel and logistics infil-
tration novenents along the two rivers were interrupted. The area just
southeast of Tra Cuyon the Vam Co Dong River (XS 515 960) was the scene of
eighteér incidénts. 1Jperabions necluding RAID :raft sccounted for' 56 Viet
Gong‘killﬁd-an@wéh9£ﬁ¢il§?.probablyfkilléd,_and 17 Viet(Cong suspects
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captured. The VNN reported two" VN sailors killed and 21 wounded in GIANT

SLINGSHOT operationss

Vietnamese Marine Corps

The Vietnamese Marine Corps (VNMC) and their U.S, Advisors operated
in III and IV CTZ in March. Enemy contact varied from negligible to heavy
with the majority of contact termed as light by the U.S. Advisors.

Throughout March, Brigade "A", comprised of the Brigade Headquearters,
the 1st Battalion, and Battery "C", VNMC Artillary Battalion, performed re=
connaissance in force operations under the operational control of the 5th
ARVN Division in Binh Duong Province north of Saigon (XT 710 148). From
21 = 25 March the 1st Battalion, while in night defense positions, received
82-mm mortar and/or B-40 rocket fire; on 26 March the battalion was in mode=
rate contact with an enemy company.

During March Brigade "B" which includes the Brigade Headcquarters,
the 4th and 6th Battalions, and Battery "B, VIIMC artillesy Latt:lion par-
ticipated in reconnaissance/riverine operations and combat sir assault in
Chuong Thien and Kien Giang Provinces in IV CTZ under the control of the
21st ARVN Division. On 19 March the Brigade moved south from the Vi Thanh
area (WR 53 82) to the Twin: Rivers Region (WR 30 70) and commenced opera=
tlons wiﬁh - Us 54 Navy River Assault Squadron 15 and RAG 33, Contacth
with enemy forces was moderate to heavy on 21 and 22 March with waterborne

forces being ambushed on five separate occasions, During the two day period
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landing assaults made against the enemy forces by 4th Battalion Marines
accounted for 53 Viet Cong killed. From 28 = 30 March another combined
waterborne and heliborne oper:tion was conducted in the area yielding 34
more Viet Cong killed.

Under the operationzl control of the Long Bien Special Zone the 2nd
Battalion continued security patrols in the area approximately five kilec:
meters east of Bien Hoa (XT 075 125), experiencing light and scattered
contacts The battalion commenced reconnasissance in force missions on the
17th of March in the western section of Binh Hoa Province under the control
of the 18th ARVN Division. These continued until 23 March when the 2nd Bat-
talion moved to Long Bien (XT 010 005) and became the III CTZ reserve force.
On 26 March the battalion returned to the control of the 18th ARVN Division
and were agein retained in a reserve status at Long Bien.

From 1 = 7 March the 3rd Battalion under the operational control of
the 1st U.o. Cavalry carried out reconnaissance in force operations in the
Binh Long and 4n Loc aress (XT 765 885, 880 933) of Binh Long Provincs. On
3 March the battalionl!s rear base camp at Quan Loi (XT 810 920) was shelied
with approximately thirty 82-mm mortar rounds, Six Vietnamese Marines were
woundeds Following a helolift into a new tactical area on 8 Marsh nerthe
east of Tay Ninh (XT 40 60) the battalion experienced light contact, The
marines were again moved by helo on 12 March to a new area southeast of Tay
Ninh and placed under the control of the ARVN Airborne Division. Enemy cone

tact was negligible through 18 March when the battalion returned to the bass
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gamp at Thu Duc to stand down and to assume a one hour standby status under
Joint General Staff (JGS) control for the remsinder of the month.

The 5th Battalion was initially stending cdown at the Thu Duc base
camp snd in a reserve status for JGS. On 16 larch the battalion chopped to
the 2nd Airborne Division ARVN and commnenced security and reconnaissance in
force operations in an area about two kilometers north of Saigon. They ex=
perienced only light eneny contact for the remainder of the month.

Battery "A", VNMC Artillery Battalion remained in a ready status the
entire month at the Thu Doc base camp, Battery "D" vas assigned tc the

Capibal Militery Command in Saigfon,
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VIETNAMESE NAVY:

Daily Average Searched Detained
Oper Empl Junks Pecple Junks People

COASTAL FORCE

I L2.8 38,8 19,33k 66,129 32 280
IT  Lk,3 L3k 30,973 83,915 L7 326
IITI 52,6 52,5 8,571 27,425 0 29
Iv 53,8 53,8 8,201 20,871 1 i1
Sub-totalss 67,079 198,300 BO r373
#FLEET COMMAND
PATROL SHIPS 37.7 27,0 L4318 16,260 0 0
RIVERINE AREA :
~ CRAFT 128,1  126.1 6,591 2L ;09% 0 1
#GEN RESERVE :
FORCE 870 69,3 5,141 1,821 0 _0
Totals: 83,229 253,51l 8o 6L7

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS:

VC/NVA ¢ KIA 172 Captured 32 Suspects Detained _3
VIMC ¢ KIa 35 WIA 155 MIA 0
# Provided 7h gunfire support missicons,

# Includes RAG 27, RTEG and RPG 51,
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC ACTION SUMMARY

Naval forces throughout the country continued to make gocd use
of loudspeegker broadcests, using either taped or live messages,
Themes used were Hoi Chanh, Voluntary Informant Program. support of
the Covernment of Vietnam and appeals to VC/NVN soldiers, The value
of the loudspeaker program was demonstrated again this menth when a
Hoi Chan from the Danang area stated he had heard the waterborne
broadcasts and was able to recite from memory, three of the Naval
Advisory Group Danang Eroadcasts, During the month, 357 Hoi Chamh
rallied to the Govermment of Vietnam, utilizing Naval Forces as ral-
lying points, The majority of these ralliers came from the IV Corps
Tactical Zone, The Psyops program was an integral part of the USN/
VNN cperations in all regions in which they operated,

Reconstruction continues on the Civic Action Lumberyard at
Danang which was—destroyed last month during an enemy attack, One
hundred self-help projects are currently underway in the Danang aresz
and 185 children are receiving $5°66 per month scholarships as pro-
vided by the NAVSUPPACT Danang Scholarship fund, The vocational
training school at No Thuan Compound started an sutc mechanic train-
ing course on 10 March with 20 students, and a typing course with 18
students on 17 March, NAVSUPPACT Detachments at Tan My and Hue con-
ducted signii}gant Civic Action activity, These detachments have

undertaken self-help community projects and have assisted in the
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construction of schools, a community beach pavilion, and an arts and
crafts center which has recently produced marketable products, Coor=
dination has been initiated for NAVSUPPACT Danang's participation in
the amnual Vietnamese Sports Festival scheduled for li-6 April, The
games, part of a country-wide athletic competition for the Vietnamese,
will be held at Chi Long Stadium in Danang and will host neighboring
commands including Marine, Air Force and ROK Marine Teams,

The Seabee teams throughout the country, working with the Rev-
slutionary Development Frogram; reported that a totsl of 276 Viet-
namese nationals received training with the Seabees, These teams
also assisted various churches, schools and orphanages in repairing
and rencvating their facilities, The Seabee team in Gia Dinh Pro-
vinee is providing English classes three nights a week to interested
Vietnamese,

During the month over 30,000 people received medical treatment

through the Navy Medical Civic Action Program,
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